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nior football class, there have also been success- 
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Early Signees: 


Tide Coaches Add More Performers 


by Mitch Dobbs 


More quality athletes join 
Tide in early signing period 


athletes in most winter and spring sports, 

Alabama coaches added a number of top 
performers. Four men’s basketball signees, 
headed by prep All-America Richard Hendrix 
of Athens, and 15 baseball signees were 
among those previously announced. 

Here are additional new signees for various 
men’s and women’s winter and spring sports. 

GYMNASTICS 

Coach Sarah Patterson announced the sign- 
ing of Melanie Banville, Cassie Martin, 
Courtney Priess and Bianca Puello for the 
2005-2006 season. 

Banville, from Long Sault, Ontario, was a 
member of the 2004 Canadian Olympic team. 
She won the all-around at the Canadian 
Olympic trials, was a finalist at the Athens 
Olympics and took fifth in the all-around at 
the 2003 Pan-American Games. She will be 
the second international athlete in Tide gymn- 
stics, following All-America Natalie Barrington 
of Mississauga, Canada (1999-2002). 

Martin, from Olney, Maryland, was the 2004 
Level 10 National All-Around Champion. She 
hails from the same gym that produced Tide 
All-America Raegan Tomasek and 2004 
NCAA All-Around Champion Jeana Rice. 

Priess, from Hamilton, Ohio, was an all- 
around finalist at the 2002 and 2003 Level 10 
National Championships. She took second in 
the all-around at the 1999 Level 10 National 
Championships. A six-year Level 10 National 
Qualifier, she was sixth in the all-around at 
the 2003 National Championships and sev- 
enth in 2002. At Lakota West High School she 
is a member of the National Honor Society. 

Puello, of Marion, Illinois, was a finalist in 
the all-around at the 2004 Level 10 National 
Championships. She is coached by Scott 
Belanger and Christi Kearns. Puello competed 
as an International Elite and was the 2001 
Level 10 National Uneven Bars Champion. 

SOFTBALL 

Softball Coach Patrick Murphy signed 
Jessica Smith of Pell City, Kelley Montalvo of 
Miami, and three Georgians-Brittany Rogers 
of Dacula, Ashley Holcombe of Fayetteville, 
and Blair Potter of Columbus. 

Smith, who attends Pell City High School, is 
the second player from Alabama to sign with 
the Crimson Tide this season (joining Allison 
Moore from Tuscaloosa). She hit 39 home 
runs her freshman and sophomore seasons 
and was named team captain her junior year. 
She was an ASWA all-state honorable men- 
tion. She was also a member of the AHSAA 


LE: the week-long early signing period for 
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North-South All-Star team and she made the 
Red and Blue Classic All-Tournament team. 

Montalvo, a senior at Pace High School, was 
All-Dade and the Player of the Year in 2003-04. 

Rogers, a senior at Dacula High School, is an 
all-state and four-time all-county performer. She 
was named team MVP her freshman, sopho- 
more and junior seasons. She also helped lead 
her club team, the Atlanta Vipers, to a state 
championship and led the Georgia Fire Gold 
team to a second place finish at the Canada Cup 
and an Elite National Champi-onship. 

Holcombe is a senior at Fayette County 
High School and a three-time all-state per- 
former. She was also named the team’s best 
defender in 2002 and the team MVP in 2003. 
Holcombe helped lead her Georgia Elite Gold 
team to a fifth place finish at the 18-under 
Gold Nationals tournament. 

Potter is the first left-handed pitcher in 
Alabama softball history. A transfer from 
Wallace-Dothan Community College, Potter 
also becomes Bama’s first junior college signee 
since 1997. She holds the Wallace-Dothan 
strikeout record and was named all-tourna- 
ment at the NJCAA National Championships. 

These signees join Kellie Eubanks and 
Allison Moore in completing the Tide's rookie 
class of 2006. 

WOMEN’S GOLF 

Women’s Golf Coach Betty Palmer an- 
nounced the signing of Laura Goodwin and 
Taylor Bunnell. 

Goodwin is a five-time all-state golf honoree 
at Birmingham Briarwood Christian, she was 
also a member of the 2002 5A state champi- 
onship soccer squad. Goodwin captured the 
2002 girl’s state golf tide including a career 
low round of 68. She is ranked 50th in the 
country by Sagarin Prep. 

Bunnell attends St. Benedict at Auburndale 
High School in Germantown, Tennessee. She 
has twice qualified for the USGA’s US Girl's 
Junior Championship. She has guided her 
squad to four straight regional championships 
and three times been named “Best of Preps” in 
girls golf. Bunnell has ranked among the Top 
junior golfers in Tennessee for the past four 
years and currently ranks 58th in the country. 

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD 

Men's Track Coach Harvey Glance added 
Shae Murray and Jason Dixon, both from 
Spokane Falls Community College in Wash- 
ington, 

Murray, a native of Spokane, will throw the 
javelin. He was an All-America while throw- 
ing a personal best of 225. 

Dixon, who also was All-America, will com- 
pete in discus and the shot put. His personal 
bests are 174-6 in the discus and 54 in the 
shot put. He will also throw the hammer and 
indoor weight. 

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD 

Women’s Track Coach Sandy Fowler has 
added Tressa Charles, Katie Davis and Chelsea 
Taylor. 
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Charles, a thrower, is a native of St. Lucia. 
She was second in the shot put at the 2004 
Carifta Games in Bermuda, with a personal 
best of 14.67-meters. She also competed at the 
2004 IAAF World Junior Championships in 
Italy. She competes for Energizers Track and 
Field Club under Coach Noup Acosta and at- 
tended Corinth Secondary. 

Davis, a distance runner from Lawrence- 
ville, Georgia, was fourth at the Georgia state 
cross country championships. She is a senior 
at Brookwood High School for Coach Russell 
Nicometi. 

Taylor, from Denver, Colorado, is ranked 
second in the nation in the high jump. Track 
and Field News rates her as the number three 
prospect in the nation. At Montbello High 
School she is the state long jump champion 
and runner-up in the high jump. She was high 
jump champion in 2003, She competes for the 
Colorado Flyers under Coach Tony Wells. 

SWIMMING AND DIVING 
Swimming and Diving Coach Eric 
Mcllquham signed Van Diehl, Curtis Kelly 
and Chris Perry for the men’s squad and 
Caitlin Anderson and Amanda Maher for the 
women’s team. 

Diehl is coached by John Morse at Nashville 
(Tennessee) Aquatics and attends Montgom- 
ery Bell Academy. 

Kelly, a two-time high school All-America in 
2004, is coached by Sharon Zacharda at North 
Hills Aquatics in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 
was district champion in the 50 and 100 
freestyle. He competed in the Speedo Series, 
taking fifth in the 100 freestyle. 

Perry is a six-time All-America from 
Hartland, Wisconsin. He is coached by Bob 
Jenkyns at Arrowhead High School and 
Steven Bowman at Lake Country Phoenix 
swim club. As a junior, Perry won the state 
100 backstroke. Perry is also a national record 
holder as part of the medley relay team. 

Anderson, a Richmond, Virginia, native, was 
a member of the 2003 U.S. Junior National 
800 freestyle relay squad. She is coached by 
Geoff Brown at Nova of Virginia Aquatics. A 
Virginia state record holder as part of four 
separate relay teams, Anderson is also a senior 
national qualifier 

Maher is a three-time state finalist in the 
100 backstroke and was all-region in 2002, 
2003 and 2004. She is coached by John 
Morse at Nashville Aquatic Club and Dawn 
VanCurren at Brentwood High School. 

WOMEN’S TENNIS 

Women’s Tennis Coach Jenny Mainz has 
added Andrea Brenes for immediate help. 
Brenes is the number one-ranked junior from 
Costa Rica as well as an established doubles 
player. She has won three ITF doubles events 
and reached the quarterfinals or beyond in 20 
ITF doubles tournaments. Brenes will enroll 
in January and play her first match with the 
Crimson Tide on January 22 when Alabama 
hosts Denver. 
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Good To Be Back In Bowl Business 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama’s 52nd bowl game 
in Nashville December 31 
against Minnesota 


hoped for Alabama's first year off NCAA 

bowl probation to conclude with an ap- 
pearance in the Orange Bowl for the nation- 
al championship certainly had unrealistic 
expectations. And even reasonable expecta- 
tions were dashed with terrible injury luck 
and even worse Southeastern Conference of- 
ficiating in key games. 

But a return to the bow! picture for the na- 
tion’s most famous and most successful bowl 
team is progress, that first step on the road 
back. A small step. Nashville is a wonderful 
town and The Coliseum is an excellent new 
stadium, but there is no mistaking the 
Music City Bowl for the Rose Bowl. 

Alabama, representing the SEC, will meet 
Minnesota of the Big Ten in the Music City 
Bowl at 11 a.m. CST Friday, December 31, 
in the seventh annual game. The Music City 
Bowl is now sponsored-up as the “Gaylord 
Hotels Music City Bowl Presented by 
Bridgestone.” The game will be telecast by 
ESPN. 

The Crimson Tide and Golden Gophers 
have identical records, 6-5 overall and 3-5 in 
conference play. Both teams started fast. 
Bama won its first three games before the in- 
jury bug began to bite. The Tide has a two- 
game losing streak going into the bowl 
game. Minnesota won its first five games 
and was on the verge of a national top ten 
ranking, then lost five of its final six, includ- 
ing its last three. It will be the first-ever 
football meeting between Alabama and 
Minnesota. 

The Tide is designated as the visiting team 
for the game and will wear white jerseys. 
However, Alabama sold out its allotment of 
bowl tickets before the bowl destination was 
known and Bama fans have reportedly been 
active in buying tickets in Nashville, so the 
stadium is expected to have a preponder- 
ance of Bama fans. Bowl Chairman Joe 
Kelley (a former Crimson Tide quarterback 
and baseball player and the founder of the 
Music City Bowl) said in early December 
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6 


Alabama Coach Mike Shula has had bowl experience as a player and he has had coaching experience 
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as an NFL assistant in the Coliseum in Nashville, site of this year’s Music City Bowl. But this will be 


Shula’s first experience as a bowl coach. 
that the bowl is ahead of pace to set an at- 
tendance record, which came in 1999 when 
almost 60,000 watched Syracuse and 
Kentucky. 

Alabama has been to more bowl games 
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Kent Gidley Photo 
(51) and won more bowl games (29) than 
any other college football team. The Music 
City Bowl falls into the “minor” classifica- 
tion, which makes it somewhat unusual for 
Alabama. The Crimson Tide’s bowl record 
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includes an amazing 32 appearances in the 
Big Four (Rose, Sugar, Orange and Cotton). 

But this is Alabama’s first appearance in 
any bowl since the Crimson Tide’s 14-13 
win over lowa State in the Independence 
Bowl in Shreveport at the end of the 2001 
season. 

Alabama played in one previous Music 
City Bowl, the inaugural event in 1998. It 
was a forgettable experience, a game played 
in frigid conditions and a game in which 
Bama was thoroughly dominated by Virginia 
Tech in a 38-7 mismatch. That game was 
played at Vanderbilt Stadium. It is also 
Minnesota's second appearance in the Music 
City Bowl. The Golden Gophers beat 
Arkansas 29-14 in the 2002 game. 

This will be the fifth time Alabama has 
played the same bowl game in a different 
stadium. Alabama has also played in the 
Sugar Bowl, the Orange Bowl, the Bluebon- 
net Bowl, and the Liberty Bowl in different 
stadiums. In fact, Bama has played in the 
Liberty Bowl in two different states, the first 
in 1959 in Philadelphia and three times in 
Memphis. 


ile Alabama has the nation’s 
greatest bowl history, for 
Crimson Tide Coach Mike Shula 


it will be a new experience, his first time to 
coach in a bowl game. (As a player at 
Alabama he was 2-0 in bowl games.) Shula 
said he would rely on the experience of his 
staff, particularly Assistant Head Coach and 
Defensive Coordinator Joe Kines, in devel- 
oping a bowl plan. 

Shula said, “This will be my first experi- 
ence as a coach. | remember what bowls 
games were like as a player and know that 
our guys are going to have a lot of fun, and 
yet they are going to work real, real hard be- 
tween now and the time we kick the ball off 
and get themselves as ready as they can.” 

Alabama began bowl preparation follow- 
ing fall semester final examinations on 
December 17 and worked in Tuscaloosa 
through December 23. The Tide had two 
days of two-a-day practices, time in which 
the emphasis was on teaching younger play- 
ers. Players and coaches were to reassemble 
in Nashville on December 26 and practice at 
the Vanderbilt practice facility. 

Shula said, “Our players worked hard all 
year and fought through a lot of tough in- 
juries. This senior class has been through a 
lot. They are excited about playing in the 
post season.” 

He said the bowl invitation offered an op- 
portunity for extra practice time, and, par- 
ticularly special attention to young players 
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APPEARANCES: 51 RECORD: 29-19-3 


1926 RosE 

1927 Rose 

1931 Rose 

1935 ROsE 

1938 Rose 

1942 Cotton 
1943 Orange 
1945 Sugar 
1946 ROsE 

1948 Sugar 

1953 Orange 
1954 Cotton 
1959 Liberty 
1960 Bluebonnet 
1962 SUGAR 
1963 Orange 
1964 Sugar 
1965 Orange 
1966 Orange 
1967 Sugar 
1968 Cotton 
1968 Gator 
1969 Liberty 
1970 Bluebonnet 
1972 Orange 
1973 Cotton 
1973 Sugar 
1975 Orange 
1975 Sugar 

1976 Liberty 
1978 Sugar 
1979 Sugar 
1980 SuGAR 
1981 Cotton 
1982 Cotton 
1982 Liberty 
1983 Sun 

1985 Aloha 
1986 Sun 

1988 Hall Of Fame 
1988 Sun 

1990 Sugar 

1991 Fiesta 
1991 Blockbuster 
1993 SUGAR 
1993 Gator 
1995 Citrus 
1997 Outback 
1998 Music City 
2000 Orange 
2001 Independence 
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RESULT 
UA 20, WASHINGTON 19 


UA 7, Stanford 7 


UA 24, WASHINGTON STATE 0 


UA 29, STANFORD 13 
California 13, UA 0 
UA 29, Texas AGM 21 


UA 37, Boston College 21 


Duke 29, UA 26 


UA 34, SOUTHERN CAL 14 


Texas 27, UA 7 

UA 61, Syracuse 6 
Rice 28, UA 6 

Penn State 7, UA 0 

UA 3, Texas 3 

UA 10, ARKANSAS 3 
VA 17, Oklahoma 0 
UA 12, Mississippi 7 
Texas 21, UA 17 

UA 39, Nebraska 28 
UA 34, Nebraska 7 
Texas AGM 20, UA 16 
Missouri 35, UA 10 
Colorado 47, UA 33 
UA 24, Oklahoma 24 
Nebraska 38, UA 6 
Texas 17, UA 13 

Notre Dame 24, UA 23 
Notre Dame 13, UA 11 
UA 13, Penn State 6 
UA 36, UCLA 6 

UA 35, Ohio State 6 
UA 14, Penn State 7 
UA 24, ARKANSAS 9 
UA 30, Baylor 2 

Texas 14, UA 12 

UA 21, Illinois 15 

UA 28, SMU 7 

UA 24, Southern Cal 3 
UA 28, Washington 6 
Michigan 28, UA 24 
UA 29, Army 28 
Miami 33, UA 25 
Louisville 34, UA 7 
UA 30, Colorado 25 
UA 34, MiaMi 13 


UA 24, North Carolina 10 


UA 24, Ohio State 17 
UA 17, Michigan 14 
Virginia Tech 38, UA 7 


Michigan 35, UA 34 (OT) 


UA 14, lowa State 13 
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FINAL AP 
RECORD RANK 
10-0-0 N/A 
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9-2-0 
8-3 
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7-2-2 
8-1-2 
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8-4-0 
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10-2-0 
7-5-0 
11-1-0 
13-0-0 
9-3-1 
12-1 
10-3 
7-5-0 
10-3-0 
7-5-0 
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UNDEFEATED, UNTIED BAMA TEAMS WINNING MAJOR BOWL GAMES AND SOME FORM OF NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Kenneth Darby took over as Alabama's starting halfback after a season-ending injury to Ray Hudson 
and rushed for over 1,000 yards. Darby was hampered by other injuries in addition to his own abdom- 
inal problems late in the year. With fullback Tim Castille injured, Darby lost a valuable blocker. And 
with quarterback Brodie Croyle injured the Tide was reduced to a one-dimensional rushing offense. 


unanimous choice for All-Southeastern Conference football 
teams. Britt also was named winner of the Jacobs Award as the 
top blocker in the SEC. 

The Jacobs Award was inaugurated in 1935 by Dr. W.P. Jacobs of 
Clinton, S.C. The winner is selected by SEC coaches. 

Wesley Britt, the oldest of three brothers on the 2004 Alabama foot- 
ball team, is a 6-8, 298-pound four-year starter. In 2003 his season was 
cut short when he suffered a broken leg in the Tennessee game, but he 
was still selected All-SEC. 

This year he was the anchor on an offensive line that helped 
Alabama rank second in the league in rushing offense despite losing 
key starters in the offensive backfield, including number one halfback 
Ray Hudson and number one fullback-number two halfback Tim 
Castille. Bama averaged 200 yards per game rushing. 

An Alabama player, quarterback Riley Smith (he was primarily a 
blocking back in the Notre Dame box formation), won the first Jacobs 
Award following the 1935 season. This is the 17th time an Alabama 
player has won the award, which is the most of any SEC school. 

Britt is the first Crimson Tide player to win the award since Chris 
Samuels in 1999. 

Other Bama players to win the award are: 


Si: Alabama Offensive Left Tackle Wesley Britt has been a 
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Wesley Britt Heads List Earning Post-Season Honors 


who had played little or not at all in 2004, 
but added first priority had to be on getting 
ready to play Minnesota. 

To say that Alabama had injuries is an un- 
derstatement. It is certain that three offen- 
sive stars who were lost during the season to 
knee injuries will not return. Bama lost ju- 
nior quarterback Brodie Croyle in the third 
game, senior halfback Ray Hudson in the 
sixth game, and sophomore fullback Tim 
Castille in the eighth game. 

But the Tide could be in better shape for 
the Music City Bowl than has been the case 
for several weeks. 

Shula said he expects his squad's injury 
situation to be much improved from the 
Tide’s season finale game against Auburn. 
Prior to the start of practice, he said he 
wasn’t 100 per cent sure if tight end David 
Cavan (broken vertebra) would play but all 
signs were positive. Of the players that were 
hampered by non-season-ending injuries, 
Shula said tight end Clint Johnston (concus- 
sion) is the only one not expected to play. 

Shula said that quarterback Mare Guillon 
is “feeling much, much better. When we 
start practice we'll see how he’s doing and 
evaluate him.” 

Bama also had late-season injuries to half- 
back Kenneth Darby (abdominal strain) and 
fullback LéRon McClain (ankle). 

The offensive line took hits, too, with 
tackle Wesley Britt suffering a mid-foot 
sprain, center JB Closner a shoulder 
“stinger,” and guard Danny Martz an ankle 
sprain. 

(Shula also said he expects Croyle to be 
healthy for spring practice, but was more 
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Leroy Monsky in 1937, Hal Self in 1946, Butch Avinger in 1949 and 
1950, Billy Neighbors in 1961, Butch Wilson in 1962, Cecil Dowdy in 
1966, John Hannah in 1972, Buddy Brown in 1973, Sylvester Croom 
in 1974, Bob Cryder in 1977, Dwight Stephenson in 1979, Wes 
Neighbors in 1986, Howard Cross in 1988, and Tobie Sheils in 1993. 

Britt was also named a third team Associated Press All-America. 

Britt headed a list of Alabama players selected All-SEC. Others 
named to the first team honor squads, selected by SEC coaches and/or 
the Associated Press, are offensive guard Evan Mathis, placekicker 
Brian Bostick, and linebacker Cornelius Wortham. 

Sophomore running back Kenneth Darby, junior safety Roman 
Harper, junior linebackers DeMeco Ryans and Freddie Roach, and kick 
return specialist Tyrone Prothro were second team All-SEC, while ju- 
nior tight end Clint Johnston was honorable mention. 

Britt heads a list of four Tiders who will participate in the Senior 
Bowl in Mobile. He will be joined by Mathis, Wortham and defensive 
tackle Anthony Bryant. Ray Hudson, who was injured this year, would 
have been a certain selection for the game. The participants are chosen 
by NFL scouts. 

Among Bama players who could be added to the Senior Bowl squad 
if there are vacancies are Bostick, defensive end Todd Bates, and offen- 
sive guard Danny Martz. 
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doubtful about a spring return for Castille.) 


he game will pit one of the nation’s top defensive teams 

against one of the best offensive squads in the country. 

Alabama brings the nation’s second best defense, allowing just 
235.9 yards per game, while Minnesota is 13th in the nation on of- 
fense, averaging 446.3 yards per game. Bama ranks 10th in scoring 
defense, allowing only 15.4 points per game, while the Gophers score 
an average of 31 points per game. 

The game should move along briskly. Both teams like to run the 
football. Even though Darby was Alabama's third team halfback at the 
beginning of the season and did not start until the seventh game of 
the year, he rushed for 1,061 yards. Minnesota counters with two 
1,000-yard rushers in junior Lawrence Moroney (1,243) and sopho- 
more Marion Barber III (1,082). It will be the second straight game 
Bama’'s defense has faced a great running tandem. The Tide stop 
troops did well in that last challenge, holding the duo of Auburn’s 
Carnell Williams and Ronnie Brown to 96 yards on 31 carries. 
Alabama did not allow an opposing runner a 100-yard game this year. 

Minnesota, coached by Glen Mason, was first in the Big Ten in 
rushing offense with 255.1 yards per game, which is sixth in the na- 
tion. Alabama is second in the SEC and 21st nationally, 200 yards per 
game. 

A seeming weakness for Alabama to exploit looks marginal at best. 
Minnesota ranked 11th in the Big Ten in pass defense. The Golden 
Gophers were 112th in the nation (among 117 teams) in pass de- 
fense. Unfortunately for Alabama, the Crimson Tide passing offense 


12 Tiders Have Degrees 


labama will play in the 2004 Music City Bowl with 12 players 
who have earned college degrees. Five players received de- 
grees just as bowl practice got underway on December 18, 
while seven others earned degrees prior to the 2004 season. 

December graduates are Alex Fox (Criminal Justice), Bo Freelend 
(Human Environmental Sciences), Charlie Peprah (Marketing), Matt 
Ragland (Finance) and Josh Smith (Mechanical Engineering). 

Those who earned degrees before the beginning of the season are 
Carlos Andrews (Management), Brian Bostick (Electrical Engineering), 
Wesley Britt (Management), Antonio Carter (Human Environmental), 
Danny Martz (Criminal Justice), Evan Mathis (Management), and 
linebacker Cornelius Wortham (Human Environmental). 

Additionally, graduate assistant coaches Paul Hogan and Danny 
Kimball received master’s degrees in December graduation ceremonies. 

Just before bowl season, a report from the University of Central 
Florida’s Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport showed Alabama 
football ranking 29th among 55 teams participating in bowl games. 
Bama was second among the six SEC teams in post-season play. 

Alabama’s football graduation rate for 2004 is 49 per cent, accord- 
ing to NCAA statistics used in the UCF study. Georgia (53 per cent) 
ranked first among SEC schools. The rates represent a four-year aver- 
age based on incoming freshmen classes from 1994 through 1997. 
Student-athletes who graduate from the institution within six years 
are counted as part of the graduation rates. 

The study, entitled “Keeping Score When It Counts: Assessing the 
Graduation Rates of the 2004-05 Bowl-bound College Football 
Teams”, showed that 39 of the 55 schools in the study (Navy does 
not release graduation statistics) graduated less than half of their 
African-American football student-athletes. 

Alabama's graduation rate for African-American football student 
athletes was 45 per cent, Although that fell below the 50 per cent 
threshold, it was the highest African-American graduation rate of the 
six bowl-bound SEC institutions. 

In addition to Georgia and Alabama, the overall football graduation 
rates for other bowl-bound SEC teams are Auburn (48 per cent), LSU 
(42), Florida (42) and Tennessee (38). 
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This Is January 

Although we hope you received this issue of "BAMA MAGAZINE in 
December, prior to the Music City Bowl, it is the January, 2005, edi- 
tion. If all went according to plan, is a few days earlier than normal. 
Owing to holiday schedules of our printer and mailing service and 
heavy demands on the Postal Service, we published this issue 10 days 
early. 


Historically in January following a bowl preview issue being pub- 
lished early we receive a number of calls from readers who think they 
have missed their magazines. 

The February issue of *BAMA will be published in late January and 
will preview football recruiting and spring practice, which is sched- 
uled to begin February 22 and conclude with the A-Day Game March 
19. 


is just as anemic, Bama ranking 12th in the SEC and matching 
Minnesota’ national rank at 112 in passing offense. 

It could be the key performer in the game will be Alabama quarter- 
back Spencer Pennington. The junior started one game last year, then 
was injured and lost for the remainder of the season, including miss- 
ing meaningful work in the spring. In August he was designated third 
team quarterback, but injuries to Croyle and Guillon moved him into 
the starting job for the final six games of the year. 

Pennington is coming off his best-ever performance. Although it 
was in a 21-13 losing effort to third-ranked Auburn, Pennington 
completed 17 of 30 passes for 226 yards and one touchdown with 
one interception. His 226 yards was nearly double his previous career 
high for passing yardage, 119 yards against Mississippi State. 


EXPERIENCE: 


e High Volume Dove Shooting 
e¢ Premium Accommodations 
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We have catered exclusively to sportsmen 
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Tide Offense 
Matt Caddell 

81 Keith Brown 
Wesley Britt 

72 Chris Capps 
Evan Mathis 

63 Mark Sanders 
JB Closner 

76 Travis West 
Danny Martz 

73 Justin Moon 
Kyle Tatum 

60 Von Ewing 
David Cavan 

80 Trent Davidson 
Spencer Pennington 
18 Marc Guillon 
Kenneth Darby 
28 Aaron Johns 
Le’Ron McClain 
38 Josh Smith 
Tyrone Prothro 
22 DJ Hall 


Alabama Facts 
Offense: Multiple 
Average Offensive Size 
Line: 6-6, 295 
Backs & Receivers: 6-1 1/2, 207 
Offensive Starters By Class 
4 seniors, 2 juniors, 3 soph 
2 freshman 
Defense: 4-3 
Average Defensive Size 
Line: 6-3, 275 
Linebackers: 6-2, 231 
Secondary: 5-11, 190 
Defensive Starters By Class 
3 seniors, 6 juniors, 2 sophs, 
0 freshmen 


Gophers Offense 
SE- 83 Jared Ellerson 

7 Jakari Wallace 
Rian Melander 
64 Steve Shidell 
Mark Setterstrom 
63 Brian Goblirsch 
Greg Eslinger 
56 Tyson Swaggert 
Brandon Harston 
60 Mike Nicholson 
Joe Ainslie 
77 Tony Brinkhaus 
Matt Spaeth 
81 Jarod Posthumus 
Bryan Cupito 
13. Adam Ernst 
Marion Barber III 
22 Laurence Maroney 
Justin Valentine 
42 Jason Lamers 
Ernie Wheelwright 
2 Paris Hamilton 


ll 
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Tide Defense 


LE- 56 
92 

LT- 90 
97 

RT- 99 
50 

RE- 47 
91 

SLB- 35 
55 

MLB- 16 
8 
WLB- 42 
44 

LCB- 17 
3 

RCB- 9 
3 

SS- 26 
10 

S- 41 
20 


Todd Bates 
Wallace Gilberry 
Rudy Griffin 
Anthony Bryant 
Jeremy Clark 
Justin Britt 

Mark Anderson 
Chris Harris 
DeMeco Ryans 
Terrence Jones 
Cornelius Wortham 
Freddie Roach 
Juwan Garth 
Demarcus Waldrop 
Ramzee Robinson 
Simeon Castille 
Anthony Madison 
Simeon Castille 
Charlie Peprah 
Carlos Andrews 
Roman Harper 
Marcus Carter 


SPECIALISTS: PUNTER-21 Bo Freelend; KICKOFF-86 Jamie 
Christensen; PLACEMENT-15 Brian Bostick; HOLDER-3 Alex Fox; 
SNAPPER-95 Drew Lane; KICKOFF RETURN-4 Tyrone Prothro, 22 
DJ Hall; PUNT RETURN-4 Tyrone Prohro 


Minnesota Facts 
Offense: Multiple 

Average Offensive Size 
Line: 6-4 1/2, 295 


Backs & Receivers: 6-1 1/2, 207 


Offensive Starters By Class 
2 seniors, 4 juniors, 3 sophs, 
2 freshmen 
Defense: 4-3 

Average Defensive Size 

Line: 6-4, 273 
Linebackers: 6-1, 227 
Secondary: 5-11, 197 


Defensive Starters By Class 


5 seniors, 4 juniors, 2 sophs, 


0 freshmen 
Gophers Defense 
RDE- 48 Mario Reese 
90 Eric Clark 
DT-— 97 Mark Losli 
99 Keith Lipka 
NT- 95 Anthony Montgomery 
98 Neel Allen 
DE-— 51 Darrell Reid 
40 Pat McCarthy 
OLB- 5 Dominique Sims 
20 Brandon Owens 
MLB- 52 Kyle McKenzie 
43 Brian Smith 
WLB- 32 Terrance Campbell 
58 Mike Sherels 
RCB— 4  Trumaine Banks 
15 Jamal Harris 
LCB- 25 Ukee Dozier 
35 Mike Wojciechoski 
SS— 12 Justin Fraley 
6 Quentin White 
Ss 30 Johnathan Richmond 
23 Dominique Barber 


SPECIALISTS: PUNTER-16 Rhys Lloyd; KICKOFF-16 Tony Rhys 
Lloyd; PLACEMENT-16 Rhys Lloyd; HOLDER-3 Bryan Cupito; 
SNAPPER-44 Robert McGarry; KICKOFF RETURN-21 Marion 
Barber III, 22 Laurence Maroney; PUNT RETURN-21 Marion Barber 
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CRIMSON TIDE RESULTS 
(6-5, SEC 3-5) 

Alabama 48, Utah State 17 
Alabama 28, Mississippi 28-17 
Alabama 52, Western Carolina 0 
Arkansas 27, Alabama 10 
South Carolina 20, Alabama 3 
Alabama 45, Kentucky 17 
Alabama 27, Southern Miss 3 
Tennessee 17, Alabama 13 
Alabama 30, Mississippi State 14 
LSU 26, Alabama 10 
Auburn 21, Alabama 13 


OFFENSE 
Average Points Per Game 
Touchdowns 
Rush-Pass-Other 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 
First Downs 
Rush-Pass-Penalty 
Rushing Yards 
Average Yards Rushing Per Game 
Rushing Plays 
Average Gain Per Rush 
Passing Yards 
Average Yards Passing Per Game 
Pass Attempts 
Pass Completions 
Percentage 
Had Intercepted 
Average Gain Per Pass 
Average Gain Per Completion 
Total Offensive Yards 
Average Yards Per Game 
Average Yards Per Play 
Kickoff Returns-Yards-Average 
Punt Returns-Yards-Average 
Fumbles-Number Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Punts-Average 
Had Blocked 
Possession Down Conversions 
Efficiency 
DEFENSE 
Average Points Allowed Per Game 
Touchdowns Allowed 
Rush-Pass-Other 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 
First Downs Allowed 
Rush-Pass-Penalty 
Rushing Yards Allowed 
Average Rushing Per Game 
Opponent Rushes 
Gain Per Rush 
Passing Yards Allowed 
Average Passing Per Game 
Opponent Passes 
Opponent Completions 
Percentage 
Intercepted 
Average Gain Per Pass 
Average Gain Per Completion 
Total Offense Allowed 
Average Per Game Allowed 
Average Per Play Allowed 
Kickoff Returns-Yards-Average 
Punt Returns-Yards-Average 
Opponent Punts Blocked 
Opponents Fumbles-Lost 


Alabama, Minnesota Comparison 


GOPHERS RESULTS 
(6-5, Big Ten 3-5) 

Minnesota 63, Toledo 21 
Minnesota 37, Illinois State 21 
Minnesota 34, Colorado State 16 
Minnesota 43, Northwestern 17 
Minnesota 16, Penn State 7 
Michigan 27, Minnesota 24 
Michigan State 51, Minnesota 17 
Minnesota 45, Illinois 0 
Indiana 30, Minnesota 21 
Wisconsin 38, Minnesota 14 
lowa 29, Minnesota 27 


5.2 
24-632-26.3 
31-260-8.4 
14-7 

66-579 
58-40.5 


4.0 
35-677-19.3 
18-140-7.8 
2 


19-13 


Opponent Possession Down Conversions 44-155 


Efficiency 


28.4% 


GOPHERS 
31.0 


28-524-18.7 
16-132-8.2 
8-3 

54-383 
52-40.0 


4496 

408.7 

5.5 
43-854-19.9 
N/A 

N/A 

15-6 

88-189 
46.6% 
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Alabama Crimson Tide 


NO NAME, POS 

2 Antonio Carter, FL 
3 Simeon Castille, LCB 
3 Alex Fox, H/PK 
4 Tyrone Prothro, SE 
5 Brandon Brooks, SE 
6 Marcel Stamps, SS/LB 
8 Freddie Roach, MLB 
9 Anthony Madison, RCB 

10 Carlos Andrews, S 

11 Matt Caddell, FL 


13 Spencer Pennington, QB 


15 Brian Bostick, PK 


16 Cornelius Wortham, MLB 


17 Ramzee Robinson, LCB 
18 Marc Guillon, QB 

20 Marcus Carter, SS 

21 Bo Freelend, P 

22 DJ. Hall, FL 

24 Travis Robinson, RCB 
26 Charlie Peprah, SS 

28 Aaron Johns, HB 

29 Theo Townsend, HB 
29 Matt Grice, SS 

30 Bryan Kilpatrick, SS 
31 Greg McLain, TE 

32 Chris James, $/LCB 
33 LéRon McClain, FB 
34 Kenneth Darby, HB 
35 DeMeco Ryans, SLB 
36 Eric Gray, RCB 

37 Matt Miller, FL 

38 Josh Smith, FB/HB 

39 Brandon McAway, HB 
41 Roman Harper, S 

42 Juwan Garth, WLB 
43 Jeffrey Dukes, SS/RCB 


44 Demarcus Waldrop, WLB 


45 Juke King, MLB 

47 Mark Anderson, RDE 
48 Curtis Dawson, LDT 
50 Justin Britt, RDT 

51 Evan Mathis, LG 

52 Taylor Britt, LG 

54 Justin Johnson, LDE 
55 Terrence Jones, SLB 
56 Todd Bates, LDE 

58 Kyle Tatum, RT 

60 Von Ewing, LG 

63 Mark Sanders, RT 

67 J.P Adams, RDT 

70 Wesley Britt, LT 

72 Chris Capps, LT 

73 Justin Moon, RG 

74 JB Closner, C 

76 Travis West, C 

79 Danny Martz, RG 

80 Trent Davidson, TE 
81 Keith Brown, FL 

82 Marcus McKnight, FL 
84 Ezekiel Knight, SE 
85 Matt Ragland, SE 

87 David Cavan, TE 

88 Clint Johnston, TE 
90 Rudy Griffin, RDT 
91 Chris Harris, RDE 
92 Wallace Gilberry, LDE 
93 Matt Collins, MLB 
94 Keith Saunders, LDE 
95 Drew Lane, SN 

96 Dominic Lee, LDT 
97 Anthony Bryant, LDT 


98 Chris Turner, LDE/RDT 


99 Jeremy Clark, RDT 


CL 


Sr 
Fr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
Fr 
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DANDAADAAADAADH 


HOMETOWN 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Birmingham 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Heflin 
Birmingham 
Brantley 

Killen 
Thomasville 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
McCalla 
Fayette 
Cullman 


Calhoun City, Miss. 


Huntsville 
Chico, Calif. 
Ft. Payne 
Eutaw 

Ft Walton Bch, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa 
Plano, Texas 
Thomasville 
Antioch, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa 
Monroeville 
Lineville 
Albany, Ga. 
Northport 
Huntsville 
Bessemer 
Trinity 
Rainbow City 
Birmingham 
Anniston 
Prattville 
Decatur 
Oxford, Miss. 
Pinson 
Theodore 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Hoover 
Cullman 
Homewood 
Cullman 
Tuscaloosa 
Northport 
Heflin 
Prattville 

Troy 

Ashville 
Northport 
Cullman 
Jonesboro, Ga. 
Guntersville 
San Antonio, Texas 
Laurel, Miss. 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Brewton 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Callahan, Fla. 
Wedowee 
Huntsville 
Tuscaloosa 
Wetumpka 
Hepzibah, Ga. 
Tuscaloosa 
Bay Minette 
Pinson 
Willingboro, N.J. 
Braxton, Miss. 
Birmingham 
Newbern 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Daphne 


NO NAME, POS 


2004 Music City Bowl Rosters 


Minnesota Golden Gophers 
WT EXP 


2 Paris Hamilton, WR Sr 
3 Bryan Cupito, QB So 
4 Trumaine Banks, CB So 
5 Dominique Sims, LB Sr 


6 Quentin White, SS Jr 

7 Jakari Wallace, WR Jr 
11 Desi Steib, CB Fr 
12 Justin Fraley, SS Sr 
13 Adam Ernst, QB Jr 
15 Jamal Harris, CB Fr 
16 Rhys Lloyd, PK-P Sr 


18 Justin Valentine, FB Fr 
20 Brandon Ownes, LB So 


21 Marion Barber I1],RB Jr 5-11 
22 Laurence Maroney, RB So 5-11 


23 Dominique Barber, DB Fr 


24 Gary Russell, RB Fr 5-11 
25 Ukee Dozier, DB Sr 6-1 
28 Samad Cain, S$ Fr 6-1 
29 Amir Pinnix, RB Fr 6-0 


30 Johnathan Richmond, $ Sr 5-10 


31 Seth Thompson, SS Fr 


32 Terrance Campbell, LB Jr 6-2 


34 John Pawielski, S Jr 5-11 
34 Jeremy Faue, FB Fr 5-11 
35 Mike Wojciechowski, CB Sr 5-8 
36 Stephon Rhea, CB Fr 5-10 
37 Chris Holden, DE So 5-11 
38 Brandon Hagen, FB Jr 
38 Josh Wiltsie, LB So 
39 Mark Jundt, WR So 
40 Pat McCarthy, DE So 
42 Jason Lamers, FB So 
43 Brian Smith, LB Sr 
44 Robert McGarry, SN Fr 
45 Junior Eugene, FB Jr 
46 John Shevlin, LB Fr 
48 Mario Reese, DE So 


49 Stephon Hopkins, DT — So 
50 Tommy Jacobs, OG Fr 


51 Darrell Reid, DE Sr 
52 Kyle McKenzie, LB Jr 
53 Brad Bultman, C Fr 
53 Mark Mullaney, LB Fr 
55 John Scroggins, DE Fr 
56 Tyson Swaggert, C So 
57 Patrick Cheney, LB Fr 
58 Mike Sherels, LB Fr 
60 Mike Nicholson, OG Jr 
61 Greg Eslinger, C Jr 
62 Josh Brenny, OG So 
63 Brian Goblirsch, OG So 
64 Steve Shidell, OT Fr 
66 Brandon Harston,OG Sr 
67 Joe Swanson, OG Jr 
68 Mark Setterstrom,OG = Jr 
69 John Jakel, OG Fr 
70 Todd Meisel, DT Fr 
73 Brian Moss, OT So 
74 Rian Melander, OT Sr 
75 Lance Sannes, OT Jr 
77 Tony Brinkhaus, OT Fr 
78 Joe Ainslie, OT So 


81 Jarod Posthumus, TE Jr 
82 Ernie Wheelwright, WR Fr 
83 Jared E;llerson, WR Jr 


87 Kevin Salmen, TE Jr 
89 Matt Spaeth, TE So 
90 Eric Clark, DE So 
95 Anthony Montgomery, NT Jr 
97 Mark Losli, DT Jr 
98 Neel Allen, DT Fr 
99 Keith Lipka,DT Jr 
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T 


195 
195 
185 
230 
200 
170 
185 
210 


HOMETOWN 
Katy, Texas 
Cincinnati 
Columbus, Ohio 
Minneapolis 
Gahanna, Ohio 
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. 
Vacherie, La. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Orange, Calif. 
Delray Beach, Fla. 
Dover, England 
Columbus, Ohio 
Delray Beach, Fla. 
Plymouth, Minn. 
St. Louis 
Plymouth, Minn. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Bradenton, Fla. 
Detroit 

Newark, N.]J. 
Greensboro, N.C. 
Hudson, Wis. 
Atlanta 

Waupaca, Wis. 
Hamel, Minn. 

Oak Creek, Wis. 
Houston, Texas 
Eden Prairie, Minn, 
Owatonna, Minn. 
Rochester, Minn. 
Woodbury, Minn. 
Neenah, Wis. 
Kaukauna, Wis. 
Rancho Palos Vercles, Calif: 
Stillwater, Minn. 
Miami 

Eagan, Minn. 
Mableton, Ga. 
Florissant, Mo. 
Maple Grove, Minn. 
Freehold, N.J. 
Detroit 

Green Bay, Wis. 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Dallas 

Buffalo, Minn. 
Shoreview, Minn. 
Rochester, Minn. 
River Falls, Wis. 
Bismarck, N.D. 
Albany, Minn. 
Eagan, Minn. 

Coon Rapids, Minn. 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Northfield, Minn. 
Schofield, Wis. 
Hartland, Wis. 
Florissant, Mo. 
Shoreview, Minn. 
Wahpeton, N.D. 
Bloomington, Minn. 
Minnetonka, Minn. 
St. Cloud, Minn. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Copley, Ohio 

St. Paul 

Albertville, Minn. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Spring Lake Park, Minn. 
Marietta, Ga. 

Oak Creek, Wis. 
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The Seniors: 
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by Greg Wallace 


Alabama’s football seniors have endured 
many hardships, but will finish in a bowl 


University of Alabama football team had suffered another disap- 

pointing loss to rival LSU. In a nearly empty interview room, 
mammoth senior left tackle Wesley Britt sat surrounded by a small 
crowd of reporters, explaining why he'd gutted his way through a 26- 
10 loss on a severely sprained left foot. His was an injury that had 
sidelined former teammate Justin Smiley for two games a year earlier, 
but Britt missed only a handful of plays, playing almost all the way 
through games against Mississippi State, LSU and Auburn, save a trip 
to the locker room for X-rays after the actual injury occurred. 

“So,” Britt was asked, “how did you get through the pain tonight?” 

He pondered the question for just a moment, then spoke. 

“I had two regular-season games left in my senior year, and I'm 
going to play,” Britt said. “I don’t know what's going to happen tomor- 
row, and I don’t know if I’m going to be able to play football any more. 
I don’t know what’ going to happen at any point, so I enjoy it.” 

Britt's grit and determination is symbolic of his entire class's contri- 
bution to Alabama football. Britt fought through the pain of a badly 
broken left leg suffered late in his junior season and had an All- 
Southeastern Conference caliber year, cementing his status as an NFL 
draft pick. 

He and his classmates fought through a broken program—weakened 
by a serious NCAA probation and several unfortunate coaching depar- 
tures—and have brought the Crimson Tide back towards respectability. 

Britt and his classmates will finish their careers in style at Nashville's 
Music City Bowl against Minnesota on New Year's Eve. It certainly 
won't be the Bowl Championship Series shindig most of them proba- 
bly imagined when they signed with Alabama, but after what they've 
been through, it’s certainly a nice reward, 

“Its a reward for their effort, but unfortunately its not rewarding 
enough for their effort,” said Tide Coach Mike Shula after the Iron 
Bowl loss to Auburn. “We've got to get better. But for the seniors, it's a 
chance to go out in a bowl game, win, and leave on a positive note.” 


en fifth-year seniors like Britt, left guard Evan Mathis and 
W middle linebacker Cornelius Wortham signed with 
Alabama in February 2000, the future of Tide football 

looked bright. 

Under Mike DuBose, Alabama had just completed a surprising run 
to the 1999 SEC championship, capped off by a second whipping of 
Florida and Steve Spurrier in the SEC title game. 

That fall, however, the bottom fell out. Alabama football fell into 
disaray, and the Crimson Tide fell from a preseason number three na- 
tional ranking to a 3-8 record. That cost DuBose his job, and just as 
new coach Dennis Franchione moved in, so did the NCAA. 

In February 2002, just after Franchione had rallied the Tide to a 7-5 
record and Independence Bowl victory in his first season, the NCAAs 
Committee on Infractions levied heavy penalties on the program, 


I: was late on a lost Saturday night below Tiger Stadium, where The 
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Ending Careers On A 


High Note 


Todd Bates has had an eventful Alabama football career, notably having 
missed his junior year, then returning to be one of Bama’s top defensive 
players. Barry Fikes Photo 


most serious 21 lost scholarships over three seasons and a two-year 
bowl ban—meaning the freshmen who had just experienced the 
Independence victory wouldn't get another postseason taste until their 
senior year, if then. 

Rising juniors and seniors—including Wortham and wide receiver 
Antonio Carter—were eligible to transfer to other Division I-A schools 
without penalty, but none choose to, heeding Franchione’s call to 
“hold the rope.” 

Following a 10-3 season in 2002, Franchione deserted the players 
he'd begged to stay months earlier, accepting a lucrative offer to be- 
come Texas AGM's head coach. 

That began a bizarre, often confusing odyssey that saw Mike Price 
lead the program for five months before being ousted after an embar- 
rassing alcohol-fueled indiscretion in Pensacola, Florida. 


Dolphins’ quarterbacks coach to sweep up the mess Price and 
Franchione had left behind. 

He inherited a program short on scholarships and short on time to 

implement his offensive system, and the result was a 4-9 debut season 


S hula, a former Alabama quarterback, left his job as the Miami 
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in 2003. But he also inherited players with 
character, fight and integrity. 

Many of them overcame serious obstacles 
to get to their senior seasons—and even play 
this season at all. 

Take defensive end Todd Bates, for exam- 
ple. In early 2003, Bates tested positive for 
ephedra, contained in a dietary supplement 
he took during the Franchione-Price transi- 
tion. His penalty? Sitting out the entire 2003 
season under a mandatory NCAA suspen- 
sion. Some players would have sulked, but 
Bates worked through last season and came 
back better than before this fall, helping an- 
chor the Tide’s impressive defensive line. 

Carter was supposed to graduate in 2002, 
but sat out the last two seasons rehabbing a 
chronic stress fracture in his lower right leg. 
Even alter receiving a sixth year of eligibility 
this season, he was only healthy enough to 
play for just five plays late in a blowout of 
Mississippi State, receiving a standing ova- 
tion in the process. 

“It's been real tough,” Carter said afterward 
“L try not to think about it. 1 just think about 
the positive part—being here for these young 
guys. I can't do any thinking about the nega- 
tive part, ‘What if, ‘I wish, and all that. I just 
go with the flow.” 

Defensive tackle Anthony Bryant entered 
Alabama as a partial qualifier, but graduated 
in four years with a degree in consumer sci- 
ences, earning his senior season of eligibility. 
And although he wasn’t always the starter at 
nose tackle, he picked up most of the play- 
ing time. 

Chris James actually spent the second 
semester of his junior year in community 
college near his Albany, Georgia, home for 
personal reasons, but returned to campus 
this summer and played a key role on special 
teams. Although James didn’t have a dramat- 
ic senior season, he is in Alabama's record 
book with four blocked punts in 2003. 

Mathis—who battled through stress frac- 
tures in both legs for his first three 
seasons—emerged as one of the SEC's best 
linemen. He'll finish his college career with 
an amazing 47 consecutive starts, dating 
back to a start at South Carolina in October 
2001. 

“When you think about it, it’s crazy,” 
Mathis said. “When you're out there, it 
seems like one game lasts so long, with each 
individual play. When you look back on 
those numbers, it feels like I've been doing 
this for a long time.” 


ther seniors emerged late in their 
Alabama careers. Kicker Brian Bostick 
struggled as a junior on the field and 


off it. He missed potential game-winning field 
goals against Arkansas and Tennessee, and en- 
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dured the deaths of his grandfather and 
mother within a two-month span. 

This fall, he connected on 14-of-17 field 
goals and was a semifinalist for the Lou 
Groza Award, given to the best placekicker 
in America. 

Punter Bo Freelend endured similar strug- 
gles last season, getting booed at times by 
Bryant-Denny fans. This season, he raised his 
punting average above 40 yards while be- 
coming one of 10 finalists for the Ray Guy 
Award, given to the nation’s best punter. 

Offensive guard Danny Martz signed with 
Britt and Mathis in February 2000, but didn’t 
see his first career start until late in 2003. 
This season, he’s started every game and has 
been outstanding, probably worthy of all-star 
mention. 

Tailback Ray Hudson didn’t start until the 
second game of 2004 and was on his way to 
a banner senior season before suffering a 
cracked right tibia and cartilage damage 
against Kentucky. However, he is on track to 
participate in the NFL scouting combine and 
could still be picked in April's NFL draft. 

Tight end David Cavan spent most of his 
career battling through injuries, including 
concussions, torn anterior cruciate ligaments 
in both knees, broken hands, and a cracked 
vertebra that sidelined him for the final two 
games of 2004. 

Still more seniors made smaller, yet still 
important contributions. Strong safety Carlos 
Andrews has never started a game in his 
Alabama career, but stepped in for ailing 
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starter Charlie Peprah against Mississippi 
State, playing the entire way through a 30-14 
victory. 

Holder Alex Fox deserves plenty of credit 
for Bostick’s excellent season; after all, he 
held Bostick’s kicks all through 2004. 

Fullback Josh Smith started his career as a 
walk-on, but ended it with significant action 
in the Iron Bowl after front-line running 
backs Kenneth Darby and LéRon McClain 
were felled by injuries. He also saw lots of 
action on special teams. 

So did split end Matt Ragland, who earned 
a scholarship this season for his special 
teams prowess. He was gangbusters as a cov- 
erage man. 

Matt Grice will be making his second bowl 
trip. He hasn't played in a game, but he’s 
been valuable as a member of the scout team. 

Together, this Alabama senior class has sur- 
vived one of the most turbulent periods in 
Crimson Tide football history. They've forged a 
record of 27-21 and had three winning seasons 
in the past four years. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, that would not be a notable achieve- 
ment. But these have been extraordinary times. 

Most importantly, they'll have one last shot 
at a lasting impression on what should be a 
cool New Year's Eve morning in Nashville. 

They've certainly earned it. 

“It's very exciting,” Bates said. “Being off 
for those two years, not getting to go toa 
bowl game, it's going to be exciting to get 
back to postseason play. And what better way 
to end your senior season than with a ‘W’?” 
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Strength 


Middle Gives 
Optimism 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Pitcher LeBlanc returns 
after “best in nation” year 


ielding a baseball team that is “strong 
up the middle” is one of the basic 


tenets of baseball coaches. And despite 
his cautious optimism for the 2005 season, 
Alabama Head Coach Jim Wells is beaming 
over his prospects in those five key “up the 
middle” positions for the upcoming 
Crimson Tide season. 

Those positions are catcher, pitcher, short- 
stop, second baseman and center fielder, and 
Wells said his team has a chance to be as 
strong as it has been since Scott McClan- 
ahan roamed centerfield for 125 consecutive 
starts and Jeremy Brown won the Johnny 
Bench Award for college baseball's best 
catcher in 2002. 

But there is a natural reservation following 
the 2004 Bama season. Wells didn’t get the 
gift he wanted from his squad for a 10th an- 
niversary, finishing 29-26 and missing the 
Southeastern Conference tournament (with 
a 10-20 league record) for only the second 
time in his decade at The Capstone. 

Prevailing wisdom entering last season 
was that Alabama had an excellent pitching 
staff, solid defenders, and the hitting would 
be good enough to give the Tide a fighting 
chance in the SEC race and NCAA tourna- 
ments. The pitching and fielding held up for 
the most part, but in key “middle” positions 
injuries took a heavy toll, and the Bama bats 
never came around. 

The 2004 Alabama pitching staff posted a 
3.36 ERA and held opponents to a .249 bat- 
ting average. The staff was led by two left- 
handers, junior Taylor Tankersley and fresh- 
man Wade LeBlanc. Tankersley posted a 
team-best 2.00 earned run average in 20 ap- 
pearances and opponents batted just .213 
against him. He was selected in the first 
round of the Major League Baseball draft, 
and opted to leave the Tide for a reported 
seven-figure signing bonus. 


After an exceptional freshman season, Wade 
LeBlanc returns to lead the Crimson Tide pitch- 
ing staff. Kent Gidley Photos 
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Allen Rice is the leading returning hitter for the Crimson Tide baseball team, and after having recovered from shoulder problems should regain the power he 


showed in 2003. 


Because of MLB rules, LeBlanc will not be 
eligible for the draft until after his junior 
season, and he will be Alabama’s number 
one man on the mound in 2005. LeBlanc’s 
rookie season performance was the best of 
any freshman in the history of Alabama 
baseball. LeBlanc was named Freshman of 
the Year by the SEC coaches, and was a sec- 
ond-team All-Conference pitcher. Collegiate 
Baseball and Baseball America tabbed 
LeBlanc as National Freshman of the Year in 
2004, and he earned All-America honors 
from both publications, 

He finished the year with an 8-4 record 
and a 2.08 ERA in 15 starts. LeBlanc’s 112 
2/3 innings pitched, 98 strikeouts, eight 
complete games and eight wins are all 
Alabama freshman records. In successive 
weekends as Alabama's Friday night starter, 
LeBlanc posted wins over sixth-ranked LSU 
(8-2) and 10th-ranked Florida (2-0) in the 
first two weeks of May. 

“I guess the LSU and Florida games back- 
to-back really told me what kind of season I 
was having,” LeBlanc said. “I never thought 
I would have a year like that.” 


hile the pitching a year ago was 
stellar and looks to be strong in 
the coming season, the catching 
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was substandard in 2004. Nick Richardson 
started 29 games, hitting .244 and allowing 
12 passed balls. Charlie Lyons was an 18- 
game starter behind the plate, but was both- 
ered all season with an injured thumb. 
Lyons batted .109 and allowed nine passed 
balls. David Ferazza started eight games be- 
hind the plate and did not fare much better, 
hitting .333, but with six passed balls. The 
27 total passed balls set an unflattering team 
record for the 2004 squad. 

Catching in 2005 looks to be on the up- 
swing, however. Lyons is fully recovered 
from the injury, Ferazza is back, and the 
Tide received help from a University of New 
Orleans transfer behind the plate, Kody 
Valverde. Valverde is a 6-0, 201-pound right- 
handed junior from Baton Rouge. 

“Valverde appears to be the total pack- 
age,” Wells said. “He can hit, catch and con- 
trol the game back there. If we played to- 
morrow we'd use Valverde.” 

Wells also expects to have a healthy Allen 
Rice back at second base for the Tide in 
2004, and the new face of Cale lorg at short- 
stop. Rice had two right shoulder surgeries 
prior to 2004 and was not 100 per cent for 
the season. Rice was the leading hitter of the 
regulars last year, finishing with a .333 aver- 
age in 183 at bats, but hit only one home 
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run compared to seven in 2003. 

lorg is a right-handed freshman from 
Knoxville, Tennessee, who comes from a 
baseball family. His father, Garth, and uncle, 
Dane, both played Major League Baseball, an 
older brother Isaac played at BYU and is 
now in the Atlanta Braves organization, and 
older brother Eli is on the Tennessee base- 
ball roster. 

“We haven't had a guy like that in years,” 
Wells said of lorg in the weeks after fall 
practice. 

lorg had six assists in the fall tournament 
weekend, but struggled from the plate, 
going 2-for-10 with one RBI. Iorg was rated 
as the number two high school infielder by 
Baseball America for 2003-2004. 

Completing the “up-the-middle” position 
players will be centerfielder Emeel Salem, 
who is poised for a breakout season. The 
speedy Salem hit .304 in 69 at bats last sea- 
son, but has improved in every aspect over 
the summer, Wells said. 

In October the Crimson Tide hosted three 
of the top junior college programs in the na- 
tion, and batting in the leadoff position in 
those games, Salem put those improvements 
on display. He was 7-for-11 (.636 avg.), in- 
cluding two doubles and one triple. Salem 
drew one walk and was hit by a pitch. He 
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added one stolen base and 10 putouts in cen- 
ter with no errors. 

“Last year he was hot and cold,” Wells said. 
“He's catching on in the outfield, and now he 
can hit, steal bases and his arm is improved. 
In all facets of the game summer baseball 
helped him.” 


eBlanc’s return will obviously anchor 
the “middle five”, but the Tide's pitch- 


ing depth will be challenged with the 
loss of Tankersley. In the fall tournament 
LeBlanc picked things up where he left off 
last season. He retired all 12 batters faced 
against San Jacinto, recording seven strike- 
outs in the win. 

Pitching was Alabama's strength through- 
out the tournament, and the Tide used 15 
pitchers in three days. Four pitchers com- 
bined for a shutout win over Seminole in the 
first game (6-0), and another four did the 
same in the second game against San Jacinto 
(3-0). Seven Alabama pitchers worked in the 
third win against Chipola (6-2), allowing two 
runs to cross. 

Alabama was able to host the fall tourna- 
ment because the four games opening the 
season in Hawaii will not count against the 
total of 56 games normally allowed by NCAA 
rules. The Tide opens the season on February 
10 with four games in four days at Hawaii. 

Wells said the three fall tournament wins 
were an important lead in to the 2005 season. 

“It was important to win. We wanted to 
win,” Wells said. “I know this was just a 
scrimmage, but we played the games to win. 
We got everybody in and we won three 
games, so in that regard that was good for all 
of us, because when you are 29-26 ( overall 
in 2004) you need to win.” 

“The only drawback is that there are four 
or five guys we didn’t play because we weren't 
sure if they were going to redshirt, and if they 
played were going to lose a year of eligibility,” 
he said. “The main thing is everybody played 
and we were able to evaluate them against 
somebody else besides us. That was the rea- 
son for the tournament.” 

LeBlanc’s performance in the fall solidified 
his role as the Friday night starter in week- 
end series’ normally reserved for the staff ace. 
Filling the other two spots in the weekend 
rotation will be a more difficult task. Wells 
will focus on four pitchers, T.J. Large, Brent 
Carter, Brandon Belcher and Trey Shields to 
fill the two rotation spots. 

Large, a junior from Seminole, Florida, was 
granted a medical redshirt year after appear- 
ing in just three games for Alabama in 2004. 
Large recorded four strikeouts in three in- 
nings in the fall tournament against Chiplola, 
allowing two runs off five hits. 

After a 10-5 record and 3.30 ERA as a 
sophomore where he was second in the SEC 
in innings pitched (122.2) and strikeouts 
(105), third in wins and ninth in the league 
in opponents batting average (.244), Carter 
slumped last season. His ERA rose to 4.57 
while his strikeout total dropped to 55. He 
posted a 6-3 record with opponents batting 
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for a .266 average. Carter retired eight of nine 
batters faced in the fall tournament, allowing 
only one hit. 

Belcher, who worked in 11 games last sea- 
son, missed the fall due to injury. In the sum- 
mer, Belcher had surgery to remove bone 
spurs in his left (pitching) elbow. Wells is op- 
timistic about having Belcher available for the 
season, but said, “we plan to bring him 
around slowly.” 

Shields is a right-handed transfer from Gulf 
Coast College. He pitched three and one third 
innings against Seminole in the fall giving up 
one hit and walking three batters. Wells said 
that Shields “needs to step up” this season. 

Wells was also heartened by the perfor- 
mance of junior transfer Kenneth Brown and 
the outings by freshmen pitchers Josh 
Copeland, David Robertson, and Casey 
Kebodeaux. Copeland is tentatively penciled 
into the closer’s role. 


nother power threat that didn’t materi- 
At'= as expected at the plate a year 
ago came from 6-3, 225-pound right 
fielder Michael McCallister. McCallister hit 
.272 as a true freshman, but didn’t put up the 
power numbers expected, totaling just three 
home runs and 19 RBI. McCallister showed 
promise with impressive batting practice dis- 
plays, and with a year to adjust to college 
pitching could post big numbers in 2005. 
Belcher doubles as an outfielder as well, 
and could occupy left field on opening day. 
Gabe Scott, a 30-game starter in 2004, or 
Matt Grooms, who started 27 games, could 
start in left. Scott hit .294 in 109 at bats a 
year ago while Grooms batted .311 in 106 at 
bats. 
Evan Bush and Zac Welch return at the cor- 


ners of the infield, third and first base respec- 
tively. Welch and Bush had the most pop in 
their bats among Tide players a year ago. 
Welch hit with a .305 team-leading 46 RBI, 
while Bush batted .324 last year with eight 
homers and 31 RBI. 

A name familiar to Alabama football fans 
might factor in on the baseball diamond. 
Hoover's John Parker Wilson, who will enter 
school at Alabama full-time in January, 
turned down a substantial professional base- 
ball offer to play football and baseball at 
Alabama. 

“He'll be given a long look at third base, 
shortstop and catcher,” Wells said. “It’s an in- 
teresting variable that maybe he can come in 
and help us. I believe he’s going to be a real 
good player. 

“If he’s playing for you that becomes an 
issue, but we'll cross that bridge when we get 
to it,” Wells said. “He’s not just somebody 
that’s coming out for the team. We think he's 
a good player.” 

Wells understands the touchiness of the 
subject of football players, especially quarter- 
backs, being a part of the baseball team. 
Spencer Pennington and Brandon Avalos 
have tried to pull off the two-sport trick re- 
cently. Pennington, who redshirted in base- 
ball last year with a shoulder injury suffered 
in football, finished the 2004 football season 
as Bama’s number one quarterback. But he re- 
portedly plans a return to baseball this 
spring. He will be a baseball junior. 

Wells squad will be involved in pre-confer- 
ence play throughout most of the football 
spring training period (February 22-March 
19), and baseball's first SEC series, at home 
against Kentucky, overlaps with the A-Day 
football game. 
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Softball Outlook: 
eg 


Being Strong Will Be No Surprise 


by Kirk McNair 


Veterans from good team 
joined by fine newcomers 


at could be better than having one 
team to be excited about? How 
about two teams? During fall prac- 


tice, that’s what Alabama Softball Coach 
Patrick Murphy realized he has. “We have 13 
players back from last year and five newcom- 
ers, and so for the first time ever we have 18 
players on the roster,” Murphy said. “That 
meant in fall scrimmages we could have two 
full teams. And as we watched, we realized we 
had two good teams. We thought when we 
combine them into one, we can be a strong 
offensive line-up.” 

It is no surprise that Alabama would have a 


Alabama softball returns a veteran team from a squad that made it to the NCAA Tournament a year ago 


powerful softball team. Bama has become a 
near overnight sensation in college softball. 
Although the Crimson Tide has had a softball 
team only since 1997, prior to last season the 
Alabama program was ranked the 19th best in 
college softball history by the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association. 

And Bama did nothing to diminish that 
standing with last year’s 45-20 record. The 
Tide finished the season ranked 12th in the 
nation in one poll and 13th in another. And in 
the NCAA Tournament, playing eventual na- 
tional champion UCLA at the Bruins’ home 
park, Alabama took UCLA into extra innings 
in a nationally-televised NCAA Regional 
game. Although no one likes to lose, Murphy 
said, “I really think that game showed our 
kids how close we are. The difference in win- 
ning and losing is often so small.” 

And most of those who were in that spot- 
light game are back for Alabama in 2005. 

There are some losses, to be sure. When 
Murphy looks at his coaching staff and sees 
Graduate Assistant Coach Jackie McClain, the 


z= 


and dangerous hitter, while Ashley Courtney is a returning all-star catcher. 
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Tide’s head coach might have a wish to insert 
the four-time All-America first baseman into 
the line-up. McClain led the team in batting 
(.385), hits (69), slugging percentage (.559), 
bases on balls (47), and on-base percentage 
(515). Also graduating were pitcher Erin 
Wright and outfielder Angela Johnson. 

Murphy will take advantage of his depth, as 
he has in the past. “Last year we played 65 
games (with a 45-20 record) and probably had 
50 or 55 different starting line-ups,” Murphy 
said. “I try to play a lot of people. We have 18 
players and all of them work hard in practice 
and deserve a chance to play.” 

Bama's coach said, “We have better balance 
of short game (hit-and-run type) and long 
game (power) this year, and we have good 
speed mixed in. We probably have the most 
diverse line-up possibilities we have had.” 

No one is better to judge that than Murphy. 
He has been a part of Alabama softball since 
before the first team was fielded, joining the 
Tide as an assistant coach in 1996, then taking 
over as head coach in 1998. And he ranks 


. Stephanie VanBrakle (left) is an outstanding pitcher 
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run, Bama returns two of the three pitchers 
from last season and has added a hard-throw- 


ing freshman to the mix. And as with other 
positions, Murphy said all three pitchers “will 
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with 11 home runs and a team-leading 43 
runs batted in last year. She bats for herself 
and is also often Bama’s designated hitter. 


wens is part of what Murphy describes 
QO: a “good recruiting class.” One of 

those newcomers could fill the biggest 
vacancy from last season, taking over at first 
base for McClain. “Dani Woods has turned 
out to be better than we thought,” Murphy 
said. 

Woods bats and throws left-handed, the 
only first baseman in Bama softball history to 
be a lefty-lefty. “Dani hit the ball well all fall,” 
Murphy said. “She hits for average and hits 
for power. And she’s used to winning. She 


played on the American Softball Gold 18-and- 
under team that finished second in the nation 
two years ago.” 

Woods had a couple of connections to 
Alabama. The pitcher on that 18-and-under 
squad was VanBrakle. And a neighbor in 
Cockeysville, Maryland, who attended her 
signing party is Ozzie Newsome, one of the 
all-time greats of Alabama football. 

Another freshman who has a chance to start 
is Jordan Praytor, a left-handed hitter and one 
of the fastest players on Bama’s squad. She is 
capable of playing the important second base 
position or in the outfield. 

Second base seems unlikely for a player to 
break in. Last year Bama platooned two play- 
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ers at the position, and both return this sea- 
son. Senior Leah White and sophomore 
Michelle Menningmann both return at sec- 
ond. White could also work at third base, 
where Staci Ramsey returns as a starter. 

There is little doubt about shortstop. Junior 
Dominique Accetturo, who hit .311 with five 
home runs and 14 doubles last year, was a 
second team all-region performer. 

Sophomore Mandy Burford is a back-up in- 
fielder. 

Catcher is a key position, and left-hander 
Ashley Courtney emerged last year to take 
over the position. She, too, was second team 
all-region as she batted .308 with 12 doubles, 
three triples, and nine home runs and led the 
Tide in total bases with 106. “She's one of the 
top catchers in the conference, maybe in the 
nation,” Murphy said. 

Two freshmen, both from Texas, are in the 
mix at catcher. Katie Johnson and Kellie 
Deska can work behind the plate, but are also 
capable of playing in the outfield. 

Freshman Lauren Roark is expected to get a 
look at both first and third and in the outfield. 


he outfield returns two senior starters, 
| both with all-star potential. In fact, 
Capper Reed, a former Bama women’s 
basketball player from Guntersville now play- 
ing right field, is tabbed by Murphy as a po- 
tential All-America candidate. Last year she 
batted .291 with nine home runs and a team- 
high 15 doubles. She and Courtney have the 
self-sacrificing ability to be hit by pitches, 
both getting the free base 11 times last year. 

Center fielder Jackie Wilkins will be a four- 
year starter. Last year she hit .256. 

Emily Currie, another senior, had some 
starting experience in left field last year, and 
she'll battle Praytor, Johnson, and, possibly, 
Roark for the job this season. 


urphy expects some of the usual sus- 
Mee: to be among the strongest 

teams in Southeastern Conference 
play. In addition to Alabama, he thinks LSU, 
Georgia, and Tennessee “will be capable of 
beating anyone.” 

But, he said, “the teams below those four are 
getting better, too, and they are also capable of 
beating anyone.” 

Murphy has a history of giving his team a 
competitive schedule, and this year will be no 
exception. Bama will play Oklahoma, expect- 
ed to be a top five team, in a tournament in 
Houston and will play three teams that played 
in the 2004 NCAA Tournament when Bama 
participates in the Leadoff Classic in 
Columbus, Georgia February 25-27. Bama 
will also go to Hawaii, meeting NCAA Tour- 
nament teams California and Hawaii. The 
Tide will host two tournaments, opening the 
season with the Bama Bash (Alabama-Birm- 
ingham, Evansville and Georgia Southern) 
February 4-6, then having the Crimson 
Classic February 18-20 with Maryland, Penn 
State, and Missouri. 

Murphy has his assistants returning in 
Alyson Habetz and Vann Stuedeman. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Alabama On Track For Good Year 


by Andrew Bone 


Tide has commitments 
from most Bama prospects 


ver a month from the February 2 
Cisne Day, it is possible to get a pic- 

ture of Alabama football recruiting. In 
the next few weeks that picture will come into 
better focus. 

It is possible that some recruiting plans, 
however well-laid, will be changed. If the 
Crimson Tide is unable to land athletes of 
choice at one position, it is possible that 
rather than dropping down, the Bama staff 
will elect to sign a blue chip prospect at a po- 
sition that is nota critical need. 

Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula and his 
staff hold their recruiting cards close. 
Conjecture is based primarily on what the 
‘Bama magazine and BamaMag.com staff hear 
from prospects and their coaches and families. 
And that information is helpful in determin- 
ing how many players the Tide intends to sign 
at a given position and who the top prospects 
for those scholarships are. 

It is our belief that Bama will attempt to sign 
approximately 30 players to assure the en- 
trance of 25 scholarshipped athletes next 
August. Even though a number of prospects 
remain on the recruiting war room board, 
much of the work has already been done as 
evident by the large number of commitments. 

With big visit weekends to come in January, 
here is how the Alabama football recruiting 
picture, position-by-position, looks in mid- 
December. 

QUARTERBACK 

With two quarterbacks on board, recruiting 
work at this position is likely complete. The 
Tide has commitments from Jimmy Barnes of 
Los Alamitos High School, California, and 
Hoover's John Parker Wilson. Wilson original- 
ly signed with the Tide in 2004, but took a 
grayshirt and will re-sign and begin practice 
in the spring. Barnes is 6-5, 225, and had an 
incredible senior year. He surpassed 2,500 
yards passing and 30 touchdown passes and 
had a 70 per cent completion rate. He will 
participate in the Army All-Star Game in San 
Antonio on January 15. The game will broad- 
cast live on NBC. He is rated as the nation’s 
20th best quarterback by Scout.com and a 
four star prospect. 

While Alabama is down to the man who 
was its third quarterback going into the sea- 
son, Bama will have five scholarshipped quar- 
terbacks in camp next August. 

RUNNING BACK 
Just a few weeks ago this looked like a huge 
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gap in the recruiting class, particularly since 
events of 2004 (season-ending injuries to Ray 
Hudson and Tim Castille) showed the need 
for depth at the position. But recent commit- 
ments have come in at this position. 

Of particular interest and value was the ad- 
dition of Ali Sharrief, who had previously 
committed to Auburn. Sharrief, 5-10, 200, 
played at North Jackson High School in 
Stevenson, where he has starred on both of- 
fense and defense. Although Auburn original- 
ly sought Sharrief as a running back, when 
the Tigers wanted to shift him to defense 
Sharrief shifted his commitment to Alabama, 
which has continued to recruit him as a run- 
ner. 

Alabama also picked up another running 
back that many expected to sign with Auburn. 
Glen Coffee, 6-1, 205, from Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida, has announced for the Tide. 
As a senior, Coffee rushed for over 1,800 
yards with 29 touchdowns and over 350 yards 
receiving. Alabama was the first SEC school to 
extend an offer to him. Coffee also considered 
Auburn and LSU. 

Bama is still recruiting several top runners 
from around the nation. 

Roy Upchurch of Godby High School in 
Tallahassee, Florida, is receiving plenty of at- 
tention from the Tide staff. The 6-0, 195- 
pounder had a season to remember as he led 
the state of Florida in rushing with 2,543 
yards and 27 touchdowns. Upchurch was in 
attendance for the Alabama-Auburn game and 
was very impressed with the atmosphere at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. Another factor that 
could play a role in Upchurch’s decision is his 
relationship with Alabama senior tailback Ray 
Hudson. The mothers, of these two running 
backs work together and a strong friendship 
has developed. The Alabama coaches have 
made their rounds to Godby High school to 
visit with the talented tailback. They hope to 
pull Upchurch out of Florida State's back yard. 
Florida State has yet to offer, but the 
Seminoles would be hard to beat. The Tide 
has made a strong case as Coach Mike Shula 
was the first head coach to visit him when the 
regular season ended. Upchurch plans to take 
all of his official visits (Alabama, FSU and 
North Carolina). 

After an official visit to Alabama the week- 
end of the Alabama-Auburn game, Mikell 
Simpson of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, is now 
listing Alabama as his favorite along with 
Virginia. But UCLA and Southern Cal have 
made late strides. Shula has let Simpson, 6-1, 
200, know he is a top priority, including being 
the first head coach to visit with him. Shula 
also made a strong statement by making a 
telephone call to Simpson on Thanksgiving 
Day. The four star recruit was having a great 
senior season before tearing his meniscus in 
his left knee, five weeks into the season. 
Simpson is lifting weights and is fully recov- 
ered. Official visits have been made to 
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Alabama, Virginia, Michigan State, and UCLA. 
Simpson says a final decision will not be 
reached until signing day. 

Perhaps the best running back still on the 
board is Mike Davis 5-10, 210, of Columbia 
High School, South Carolina. Davis is a four 
star prospect, ranked as the 17th best back in 
the country by Scout.com. The past two sea- 
sons, Davis has combined to rush for close to 
5,000 yards with over 50 touchdowns. 
Clemson and South Carolina are top competi- 
tion. Davis is scheduled to visit Alabama in 
January. 

Jamelle Eugene is a 5-11, 200-pound run- 
ning back from Naples High School, Florida. 
Eugene visited Bama in December. As a se- 
nior, Eugene rushed for over 1,300 yards, de- 
spite missing half the season due to injury. He 
is considering Alabama, Auburn, North 
Carolina, and South Florida. 

WIDE RECEIVER 

The Alabama coaching staff landed four 
qualifying wide receivers in the class of 2004. 
This year, Alabama will possibly sign one re- 
ceiver. That one spot will remain open for a 
receiver with the expectations of coming in 
and making an immediate impact. 

The wish list starts with Lincoln High 
School star Fred Rouse, from Tallahassee, 
Florida. Rouse, 6-3, 190, is rated the number 
one player in the country by Scout.com. 
Official visits have been scheduled to 
Alabama, Texas, Florida State, Oklahoma, and 
Miami. Florida State, Miami, and Texas are the 
front-runners for Rouse’s signature. When 
Rouse visited Alabama unofficially, for the Ole 
Miss game, he was very impressed. Alabama 
commitment Cole Harvey, a teammate of 
Rouse at Lincoln, is trying to persuade Rouse 
into following him to The Capstone. Rouse 
claims a final decision to be made after his of- 
ficial visits. Rouse is scheduled to be in 
Tuscaloosa for his official visit, January 7. 

Nick Kyles, 6-2, 190, of Baldwin High in 
Milledgeville, Georgia, was something of a late 
bloomer, emerging as a top prospect in his se- 
nior season. He caught 62 passes for 1,050 
yards with 11 touchdowns. Despite the lack of 
sprinter speed, Kyles has great hands and ex- 
cellent ball control. Kyles makes the tough 
catches and runs precise routes. Though 
Alabama came in late, the Tide coaches have 
turned up the heat on the Georgia wide out 
and Bama is near the top of Kyles’ list. 
Georgia, Auburn, Clemson, and Florida are all 
under consideration. 

Other possibilities are Travis Sanford, 6-4, 
195, 4.5, South Panola High School, Bates- 
ville, Mississippi; Taurus Johnson, 6-0, 185, 
4.4, Cape Coral, Florida; Edward Gant, 6-3, 
180, 4.4, Cape Coral, Florida; Conshario 
Johnson, 6-2, 180, 4.5, Middleton High 
School, Tampa, Florida; and from Alabama, 
Desmond Jennings 6-2, 180, 4.5, Pinson 
Valley High School. 

The Tide had been linked with Larry 
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Brackins, the 6-5, 220-pound wide receiver 
at Pearl River Community College in 
Poplarville, Mississippi, but there have been 
published reports that Brackins, a Dothan 
native, has signed with an agent with inten- 
tion of turning pro. 

TIGHT END 

Alabama was able to land one of the top 
tight ends in the Southeast, Charles Hoke, 6- 
7, 235 pounds of Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham. Beyond that this has been a frus- 
trating search, particularly since Alabama is in 
dire need of tight ends and also because Bama 
has an offense that will feature the tight end 
when the Tide has enough healthy men at the 
position. 

This is also a position where Alabama will 
not drop below a blue chip prospect. 
Therefore, the Tide may be “one and done” 
unless Tommy Trott can be persuaded. Trott 
is a 6-4, 235-pound prep All-America at 
Trinity Presbyterian in Montgomery, the 
number one prospect in Alabama and the 
number one tight end prospect in the 
Southeast. The four star recruit is rated as 
the sixth best tight end in the country by 
Scout.com. Trott has been an Alabama fan 
his whole life, but Auburn has a slight lead 
for his services. His father, Marvin Trott, 
played football at Auburn, but Trott’s grand- 
father, Bobby Barnes, played football and 
baseball for the Crimson Tide. As a senior, 
Trott caught 49 passes for 944 yards with 13 
touchdowns. Miami is also being considered. 

Gabe McKenzie, 6-3, 225, of Davidson High 
School in Mobile, is planning to take an offi- 
cial visit to The Capstone, but he appears to 
be more interested in Auburn, Miami, or LSU. 
McKenzie is a four star recruit and listed as 
the ninth best tight end prospect in the coun- 
try by Scout.com. 

OFFENSIVE LINE 
The Alabama coaching staff has filled its 


needs for this year’s offensive line class. It is 
unlikely Alabama will take another commit- 
ment. Alabama currently has commitments 
from Cole Harvey, 6-2, 250, Lincoln High 
School, Tallahassee, Florida; Marlon Davis, 6- 
3, 305, Carver High School, Columbus, 
Georgia; Scott Deaton, 6-4, 265, Oak 
Mountain High School; Michael Johnson, 6-5 
265, Pine Forest High School, Pensacola, 
Florida; Evan Cardwell, 6-2, 300, Brooks High 
School in Killen; and Drew Davis, 6-6, 270, 
Sparta Academy in Evergreen. Drew Davis 
originally signed with the Tide in 2004, but 
agreed to take a greyshirt and sign with 
Alabama in the class of 2005. 
DEFENSIVE LINE 

Alabama is anxious to get Brandon Fanney 
and Lorenzo Washington on campus. Fanney, 
6-5, 260, and Washington, 6-5, 275, were 
Alabama signees in 2004, but are spending 
this year at Hargrave Military Academy in 
Chatom, Virginia. Fanney and Washington are 
on the Dean’s List and both have excelled on 
the Hargrave football team. Both defensive 
linemen will report to Tuscaloosa in August. 

Travis McCall, 6-2, 235, from Prattville High 
School and a signee of the class of 2004, will 
also re-sign with Bama. McCall had a qualify- 
ing test score, but his core GPA kept him from 
reporting in August. In the fall, McCall took a 
couple of classes at Prattville High School and 
is set to move to Tuscaloosa in January. 
McCall will not enroll in The University until 
the fall, and, therefore, will not participate in 
spring practice. Although the prep tight end 
was recruited as a defensive end, the coaching 
staff is talking to him about several positions, 
including linebacker, defensive end, fullback, 
and tight end. 

Also in the fold is Byron Walton, a 6-3, 300- 
pound defensive tackle from Trinity West 
Morgan. 

Beyond that, Bama might take as many as 


Tide Football Has 22 Committed 


Te “Christmas rush” in Alabama football this year is the rush of prospects committing 


to the Crimson Tide. Bama is expected to sign as many as 30 on February 2 in order to 
have 25 new qualified signees enter The University next August. 

Our list shows Bama at 22 committed to sign. They include grayshirts quarterback John 
Parker Wilson of Birmingham Hoover and offensive lineman Drew Davis of Evergreen Sparta 
Academy. Also “re-signing” will be defensive end Travis McCall of Prattville, defensive tackle 
Brandon Fanney of Morristown, Tennessee, and defensive end Lorenzo Washington of| 
Loganville, Georgia. Both Fanney and Washington are attending Hargrave Academy in 
Chatham, Virginia. And Bama has also reached into Hargrave to get a commitment from de- 
fensive back Lionel Mitchell of Stone Mountain, Georgia. 

Mitchell, 6-1, 172, is one of a handful who have committed to Alabama since the end of the 
regular season. Other recent commitments include Ali Sharrief, a 5-11, 195-pound running 
back from Stevenson North Jackson who had previously committed to Auburn; running back 
Glen Coffee, 6-1, 205, of Fort Walton Beach, Florida; linebacker Zach Schreiber, 6-2, 220, of 
Evangel Christian in Shreveport, Louisiana; and defensive back Michael Ricks, 6-2, 185, of 
R.A. Hubbard in Courtland. 

Previously announced as having committed to Bama are quarterback Jimmy Barnes of Los 
Alamitos, California; defensive back Sam Burnthall of Decatur; offensive lineman Evan 
Cardwell of Killen Brooks; offensive lineman Marlon Davis of Columbus, Georgia; offensive 
lineman Scott Deaton of Oak Mountain; linebacker Prince Hall of Moreno Valley, California; 
offensive lineman Cole Harvey of Tallahassee, Florida, Lincoln; tight end Charles Hoke of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian; defensive end Barron Huber of Powell, Tennessee; offensive 
lineman Michael Johnson of Pensacola, Florida, Pine Forest; defensive back Cory Reamer of 
Hoover; and defensive tackle Byron Walton of Trinity West Morgan. 
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three or four more defensive linemen. 

Bobby Greenwood is 6-6, 235 and one of 
the top defensive lineman prospects in the 
Southeast and a member of Scout.com South 
Hot 100, As a senior at Prattville he had 110 
tackles with 16 sacks. Florida State and 
Auburn are also in the picture 

Cordero Moore is a 6-4, 265 pound defen- 
sive end for Horn High School in Mesquite, 
Texas. Moore is considered one of the top de- 
fensive lineman in the Southwest. Moore’ fa- 
ther, Rod Moore, was a brother to the late 
Willie Ryals. Ryals was a defensive lineman 
for the Tide and a teammate of Shula. Rod 
Moore encouraged his son to take a look at 
Alabama, but Moore had other plans until 
Shula made an in-home visit. Alabama is now 
one of the top schools on Moore's list. 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma State are also listed 
as favorites. Moore has an official visit to 
Alabama set for January 7-9. Visits are also 
scheduled to Arkansas, Oklahoma, and 
Oklahoma State. 

Wes Brown is a 6-4, 252 pound defensive 
lineman from Athens High School who was 
an early commitment to Tennessee. Brown at- 
tended a few Alabama games and made an of- 
ficial visit with Alabama on the weekend of 
the Alabama-Auburn game. The past few 
months, Brown has been quiet about his sta- 
tus. Brown's final decision may go to signing 
day. He is a four star defensive end by 
Scout.com. 

Brandon Deaderick, is 6-4, 230 pounds, 
from Elizabethtown High School in Kentucky, 
Deaderick is a four star prospect by 
Scout.com. During his senior year, he aver- 
aged 10 tackles per game and_ had seven 
sacks. Louisville will make a strong push for 
Deaderick’s signature, but the Alabama coach- 
ing staff has made several in-home visits and 
have made a strong impression. Deaderick is 
also considering Auburn and Kentucky. His 
official visit is set to Alabama, January 14. 

Other potential defensive line prospects are: 

Raphael Ousley, 6-0, 250, 4.9, Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida; Zach Anderson, 6-4, 265, 4.8, 
East Mississippi Community College, Scooba, 
Mississippi; Antonio Forbes, 6-4, 260, 4.9, 
Meadowcreek High School, Norcross, 
Georgia; Quinton Wesley, 6-4, 230, 4.7, Crim 
High School, Atlanta, Georgia; Antonio 
Coleman, 6-2, 230, 4.6, Williamson High 
School, Mobile; Doug Worthington, 6-7, 257, 
4.7, St.Francis High School, Athol Springs, 
New York; and Jonathan Holston, 6-4, 240, 
4.8, Rickards High School, Tallahassee, 
Florida. 

LINEBACKER 

The Crimson Tide has received three verbal 
commitments from linebackers. They are 
Prince Hall, 6-0, 240, from Moreno Valley 
High School, California; Baron Huber, 6-4, 
240, from Powell High School, Knoxville, 
Tennessee; and Zach Schreiber, 6-2, 225, of 
Evangel Christian Academy in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

It is believed the Tide might add another 
linebacker. The top prospect is Quentin 
Taylor, 6-1, 205, of Apopka (Florida) High 
School, Florida, a standout on both sides of 
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the ball. As a senior, Taylor recorded 70 tack- 
les with one interception. Taylor lists Alabama 
among his favorites. 

Other linebackers receiving interest include: 

Quincy Marshall, 6-0, 225, 4.7, Clarke 
Central High School, Athens, Georgia; Chris 
Clinton, 6-3, 240, 4.7, Evangel Christian, 
Lakeland, Florida; Marvin Peoples, 6-2, 220, 
4.6, Apopka High School; and C.J. Brown, 6- 
1, 215, Prattville High School. 

DEFENSIVE BACK 

Alabama has been very successful in the 
search for quality defensive backs. And the 
Tide may not be finished. 

Already committed are: 

Sam Burnthall, 6-3, 190, from Decatur; 
Cory Reamer, 6-3, 195, Hoover; Michael 
Ricks, 6-2, 185, from R.A. Hubbard (former- 
ly Courtland); and Lionel Mitchell, 6-1, 172, 
a native of Stone Mountain, Georgia, who 
was a teammate of defensive linemen Fanney 
and Washington at Hargrave Academy. 

Burnthall projects as a safety, Reamer as a 
safety or linebacker, Ricks and Mitchell as 
cornerbacks, although Ricks was also impres- 
sive on offense with over 1,000 yards rushing 
and 850 yards receiving. He had 10 intercep- 
tions. 

Alabama is still on the radar screen for a 
handful of very top prospects. 

Chris Rogers, 6-0, 185, of Evangel Christian 
in Lakeland, Florida, is giving Alabama a very 
strong look. Rogers is one of the top defensive 
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backs in the state of Florida. During the sum- 
mer, Rogers was high on Alabama before mak- 
ing a sudden commitment to Maryland. Now 
Bama is back in the picture and Rogers will 
make an official visit to Alabama January 7. As 
a senior he played safety and had 144 tackles, 
four interceptions. He's being recruited as a 
cornerback. 

Chris Keys, 6-2, 207 pounds, attends North 
Jackson High School, in Stevenson. After 
transferring from Port Barre, Louisiana, Keys 
has been living with Ali Sharrief’s family dur- 
ing the school year, but Keys was ruled ineli- 
gible to play for the Chiefs for his senior year. 
During the summer, Keys announced a com- 
mitment to LSU, but living in Alabama, he has 
become interested in the Tide program. Keys 
is a big time play-maker and is planning to 
visit The University in January. Despite miss- 
ing his senior year, Keys is ranked as the na- 
tion’s seventh best safety prospect by 
Scout.com. 

Derek Pegues, 5-10, 175, of South Panola 
High School in Batesville, Mississippi, is 
showing interest in Alabama. As a senior, 
Pegues had over 2,200 yards of total offense 
and intercepted eight passes. South Panola 
won the state championship and Pegues was 
the unanimous MVP by rushing for 244 yards 
with five touchdowns. Pegues could play a 
number of positions on the next level. 
Alabama will receive an official visit January 
21, and Pegues is claiming Alabama, LSU, 


The Best Way To Keep Up With Tide Recruiting 


The same great information used by Alabama football recruiters is available to Crimson Tide football followers. 
Things move quickly in the world of recruiting 
and the internet provides the means to keep up 
with the daily (and even hourly) events in this 
if important area. 

And like Alabama’s coaching staff, you can get 
information about hundreds of Crimson Tide 
prospects as they are interviewed by the state, 
regional, and national recruiting experts of 
BamaMag.com and Scout.com 

Andrew Bone in Alabama, Scott Kennedy and 
Jamie Newburg in the Southeast, and the na- 
tional staff of SuperPrep as well as other region- 
al experts bring the most up-to-date and most 
accurate recruiting news. BamaMag.com and 
Scout.com are number one in coverage of foot- 
ball recruiting. 

And with the likes of Dave Telep, Mike 
Sullivan, and Jeff Goodman, the story is the 
same in coverage of basketball recruiting. 

BamaMag.com covers all aspects of Crimson 
Tide sports with the staff of "BAMA MAGAZINE, including Editor Kirk McNair and Assistant Editor Mitch Dobbs. 

To keep up with Alabama sports on a daily basis, go to www.BamaMag.com 

Its like getting "BAMA MAGAZINE every day. 
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and Tennessee all equal. Pegues is a four star 
recruit by Scout.com and will play in the U.S. 
Army High School All-American game 
January 15 in San Antonio. 

Clarence Ward, 5-11, 175, of Pensacola, 
Florida, is a four star safety and ranked as 
the 14th best safety in the country by 
Scout.com. Ward transferred, in the middle 
of the season, to Pensacola from Texas and 
made an immediate impact. In his first five 
games, Ward recorded over 50 tackles, one 
interception, and eight pass break-ups. Ward 
helped lead Pensacola into the semifinals of 
the play-offs. Alabama is high on Ward's list. 
An official visit is scheduled in January. 
Ward is also considering Florida State, Ole 
Miss, and Texas AGM. 

Other defensive backs receiving interest in- 
clude: 

Jerraud Powers, 5-9, 175, 4.45, Decatur; 
Tim Holloway, 6-4, 215, 4.6, Seminary, 
Mississippi; and Anthony Johnson, 5-11, 185, 
4.5, Provine High School, Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

KICKER 

Alabama loses both placekicker Brian 
Bostick and punter Bo Freelend from this 
year’s team, but there has been very little con- 
versation regarding Bama being involved with 
any kind of kicker. 

The top prospect in Alabama is Andrew 
Friedman, a placekicker from UMS Wright in 
Mobile. 
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Where Are They Now? 


a 


Brown Wouldn't Change Anything 


by Erik Stinnett 


Buddy “Bearcat” Brown 
was one of Bama’s best 


other's arms and exuberant high-fives 

are no more, but that doesn’t mean 
Buddy Brown isn’t still having success with 
his former Alabama football teammate and 
roommate, Gary Yelvington. 

Yelvington, a former Crimson Tide defen- 
sive back, is the founder and president of 
Conrad Yelvington Distributors, Inc., an ag- 
gregate distribution company that has offices 
throughout the South. Brown, a former All- 
America offensive lineman, has worked for 
Yelvington since 1998, currently serving as 
manager at the Defuniak Springs, Florida, 
terminal. They played together on Bama 
teams of the early 1970s. 

“He's a heckuva good person,” Brown said 
of his boss. “He’s also in great shape. He 
could probably still play a quarter.” 

And Brown? 

“I'm in great shape, too,” the 54-year-old 
said. “I’m probably five pounds over my play- 
ing weight, and I could probably put in at 
least a quarter's worth of action.” 

Brown’s lifestyle almost mandates that he 
stay in good condition, He and one of his 
close friends, Monica Smith, operate a small 
family farm near Defuniak Springs, raising 
horses and hogs. The two friends also do a lot 
of horseback riding together, often mixing in 
a little deer or quail hunting at the same time. 

“She works me after Gary gets through with 
me,” Brown said of Monica. “She's my partner. 
Whatever I do, she does. She's very athletic.” 

When not working or hunting, Brown en- 
joys spending as much time as possible with 
his four grown children from his previous 
marriage and his five grandchildren. Two of 
his children—Julie Brown, 26, and Hunter 
Brown, 19-work with him at CYDI. Jason 
Brown, 34, works for a heating and air condi- 
tioning company, while Stacy Hudson, 33, is 
a nurse. 

Brown, who said he'll continue to work for 
his old college roommate as long as he’s 
wanted, started along a much different career 
path after his playing days at Alabama. He 
was drafted by the New York Giants, but a 
subsequent visit to the Big Apple left the 
Tallahassee, Florida, native, feeling a bit out 
of place. 

That was a memorable first visit to New 
York. Brown went on the State of Alabama 
airplane with then-Governor George Wallace, 
who was running for President and headed to 
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Buddy Brown was one of the finest linemen in Alabama football history. He still has an active lifestyle, 
including horseback riding and hunting with his friend and partner Monica Smith. 


New York. Brown was going to New York to 
be on national television with comedian Bob 
Hope as a member of the Look All-America 
team following the 1973 season. 

Brown said, “I saw New York, and | said, 
‘Golly! I wouldn't want to live in this place; I 
wouldn't want to play here.“ So rather than 
go into the NFL, Brown signed with the 
Birmingham Americans of the World Football 
League. “They offered me the same amount 
of money, anyway,” Brown said. 

Brown played one season for the Americans 
before following his brother-in-law, Butch 
Norman, to Canada to play for the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers. Brown, who played four sea- 
sons with the Blue Bombers, said he adapted 
pretty quickly to the Canadian Football 
League rules; the harder part was adapting to 
the cold. 

“I played in a game where it was 22 degrees 
below zero,” he said. “You learned up there 
not to take your helmet off or your hair 
would freeze.” 

Brown retired from football in 1980 after 
learning that his father, Halver, had lung can- 
cer. Brown, who was very close to both his par- 
ents, was able to be by his father’s side for the 
final eight months of his life. Brown's mother, 
Sybil, passed away a year-and-a-half ago. 


ext to the death of his parents, the 
next toughest loss Brown has had to 
deal with was Coach Paul Bryant's 
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death in 1983. “That hurt me because he was 
like my other father,” Brown said of Bryant. 
“He taught me a whole lot not just about 
football but about life.” 

Bryant made an early and lasting impres- 
sion on Brown following an incident Brown's 
freshman season. Brown and two teammates, 
linebackers Andy Cross and Wayne Hall, got 
in a fight with 27 other boys after a home- 
coming event on campus. The story goes that 
Brown and his buddies ended up tossing a 
few boys off a balcony. 

“We were pretty mean back then, I guess,” 
Brown said. 

When news of the brawl got to Bryant, the 
head coach gave the threesome a good chew- 
ing out. 

“Coach Bryant really got onto me,” Brown 
said. “I remember him telling me, ‘Boy, I 
ought to not just kick you off the team, I 
ought to kick you out of the state of 
Alabama.” 

Bryant, some would say, probably had the 
power to do both. In the end, though, Brown 
stayed in state and on the team. 

Brown said, “I learned after that that I had 
to either do a better job hiding what I was 
doing or just not do it.” 

If challenged, though—-whether on the field 
or off-Brown always had a hard time turning 
the other cheek. 

“Buddy didn’t look for trouble, but Buddy 
was like a turnip patch-if you wanted a mess, 
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come pick it,” said Norman, who played with 
Brown both at Alabama and in Winnipeg. 

Besides preaching against brawling, Bryant 
was also a stickler on punctuality, Brown said. 
He hasn't forgotten that lesson either. 

“When you tell someone that you're going to 
be somewhere at a certain time, you need to be 
there at that time or maybe 5-10 minutes 
early,” Brown said. “That goes for everything 
from business to deer hunting trips. It’s impor- 
tant to be on time. It really does show what 
kind of person you are.” 

Anybody who played for Coach Bryant, 
Brown said, was a quality person. If you 
weren't, you weren't around for very long. 
“Coach Bryant wanted you to be a winner and 
a first-class person not just on the football 
field but off the football field, too,” Brown 
said. 


Bi: and his teammates enjoyed their 


share of winning in the early 1970s. 

Alabama, in its first year in the wish- 
bone offense, went 11-1 in 1971 and 10-2 in 
1972. Probably better than either one of those 
clubs was the 1973 squad, which went 11-1, 
losing only to Notre Dame in the Sugar Bowl. 
Those three teams went 32-4 with three of the 
losses coming in major bowl games. 

That Tide team didn’t just win, it thoroughly 
dominated. In a 77-6 rout of Virginia Tech that 
season, Alabama rolled up 748 yards rushing 
with four players rushing for more than 100 
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yards, one reason that team has a number of 
Crimson Tide offensive records. 

“We had a lot of leadership, and we had a 
pack of big, mean boys when they stepped on 
the field,” said Brown, a senior on that ’73 
squad. “We wanted to whip people. We were 
sort of a team and a gang at the same time.” 

Brown, known as “Bearcat” by his Tide team- 
mates, was a big part of all three of those 
teams’ success as he busted open holes for 
backs like Johnny Musso, Steve Biscaglia and 
Wilbur Jackson. 

“Johnny Musso was one of the toughest hu- 
mans I ever saw,” Brown said. “He had a heart 
of gold, too. He would come back to the hud- 
dle after taking some unbelievable beatings, 
and | knew if he could put himself through 
that, I could suck it up, too, and keep going.” 

An inspired Bearcat meant bad news for op- 
posing defenses. Brown’s natural brute 
strength and athleticism, Norman said, made 
it practically impossible for defensive line- 
men to stand up against him-especially in 
Alabama's attacking wishbone offense. 

“He was a tremendous run blocker because 
of his strength in his lower back and his barrel 
chest,” Norman said. “That power served him 
well in hand-to-hand combat, too, and | know 
that first hand because I was on the receiving 
end a few times.” 

Brown, a three-time All-SEC selection, was 
named to Alabama's all-decade team for the 
1970s and its all-century second team. But he 
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didn’t play hard for the accolades; he played 
hard because he knew it was the right thing to 
do. 

“I'm the type of person who doesn’t want to 
let anybody down,” he said. “Coach Bryant 
gave me a scholarship, so | wanted to do my 
best for him.” 

For Brown, that meant not only playing 
through painful injuries, including a broken 
foot, wrist, hand and even a fractured collar- 
bone that he didn’t find out about until years 
later, but playing-perhaps to the surprise of 
many-out of position. Brown starred on the 
defensive line at Leon High School in Talla- 
hassee. 

In fact, although it wasn’t true, many be- 
lieved Bama had signed Brown only to help 
land his teammate, quarterback Billy Sexton 
(who would later transfer to Florida State). 

“To be honest, I was a defensive player,” he 
said. “I think I could have gone a lot farther as 
a defensive lineman, but Coach Bryant needed 
some more offensive linemen when he went to 
the wishbone in 1971. | had a great career at 
Alabama; I just wish I could have played some 
defense.” 

Brown, though, has no regrets about his de- 
cision to go to Alabama. In fact, he has no re- 
grets about anything in his life. 

“I've had a wonderful life, and | wouldn't 
trade it for anything,” he said. “If 1 could do it 
all again, 1 would probably do everything the 
same.” 


Come Out and Play at 


Lagoon Park 


Montgomery, Alabama 


E> Rated one of the Top 50 Public Courses 


by Golf Digest 


> &,113 yard, par 12. championship course 
=> Open Wednesday - Monday 
E> Ride and pia for between $27 weekdays 


and $32 


riday- Sunday 
=> Seniors/Juniors Discounted Annual Fees 
E> Lagoon Park Grill with Catering Available 


> Located 3 miles north of |-35, just off 
Eastern Bypass 


(334) 240-4050 


Weekdays 7am to dark 
Weekends 6:30am to dark 


Visit our website: http://parks.ci.montgomery.al.us/golf/ 
Call Us About Large or Corporate Outings 


www.BamaMag.com 


A facility of the City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Department 
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SCORECARD 


National Recognition 

Alabama basketball star Kennedy Winston 
didn't take long to make his presence felt. And 
the 2004 All-Southeastern Conference player 
expanded his base of recognition. In addition 
to being named SEC Player of the Week, he 
earned three national player of the week hon- 
ors after back-to-back games against NCAA 
tournament teams where he scored 54 points 
and grabbed 20 rebounds. 

The junior forward from Prichard made a 
last second jumper to send Alabama's road 
game at Charlotte into overtime and then 
made the winning shot in the third overtime 
to lift Alabama to a 102-101 victory. He ended 
the game with a career-best 33 points and had 
10 rebounds. Just three nights before against 
another 2004 NCAA tournament team, East 
Tennessee State University, Winston scored 21 
points and pulled down 10 rebounds. 

For his efforts he was named SEC Player of 
the Week, ESPN National Player of the Week, 
The Sporting News’ National Player of the 
Week, and Collegeinsider.com’s national “Star 
of the Week.” 

“It’s a nice honor to have for me individually, 

but I give a lot of the credit to my team for 
putting me in that situation, and I give a lot of 
credit to my coach who gave me the opportu- 
nity to go out there and display my talents,” 
said Winston, a 2004-05 John R. Wooden and 
Naismith award candidate. “But the most im- 
portant thing about it all is that we got both 
wins.” 
Its the fourth time in his career to be named 
SEC Player of the Week. He earned the honor 
three times last season, December 15-21, 
2003, February 16-23, 2004 and February 24- 
March 1, 2004. He’s the first Alabama player to 
win the league’s honor four times. 

“I'm really excited for Kennedy Winston,” 
said Alabama Coach Mark Gottfried. “Being 
selected SEC Player of the Week and then get- 
ting the national honors as well is certainly an 
achievement. He did the things he needed to 
do to help us win in the East Tennessee State 
game, and then against Charlotte he had one 
of those games where big shot after big shot he 
stepped up for his team, so he’s well deserving 
of the honors and I’m very happy for him.” 


Busy Day For Shelton 

Talk about your big man on campus. How 
about Earnest Shelton as the epitome of stu- 
dent-athlete? The Alabama senior basketball 
guard has been leading the Southeastern 
Conference in scoring. And as of December 
18, he is Earnest Shelton, graduate. Shelton 
had two important December 18 appoint- 
ments in Coleman Coliseum. 

At 9 a.m. that Saturday, he went to Coleman 
Coliseum to receive his degree in management 
from the School of Business. He has been a 
three-time Academic All-SEC performer and 
has graduated in three and a half years. 

That night Shelton returned to Coleman 
Coliseum for Bama’s game against Tennessee 
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State. He went into that game with a 19.4 points 
per game average, best in the conference. 

The Memphis native will begin work to- 
wards a second degree in the spring semester. 

He is one of four current players on the Tide 
roster who will graduate this season. In May 
his fellow seniors Lucky Williams and Jason 
Reese will matriculate as will starting forward 
Chuck Davis who will graduate within three 
years as he is only a junior from the stand- 
point of basketball eligibility. Davis will return 
next fall for his senior playing season and take 
classes toward a second degree. 

Gottfried has a streak of graduating 15 of 15 
senior players over the past four-and-a-half 
years. Several of those UA graduates, including 
2002 SEC Player of the Year Erwin Dudley and 
past starters Kenny Walker, Terrance Meade, 
Jeremy Hays, Antoine Pettway, Tarik London, 
and Travis Stinnett, were Academic All-SEC 
honorees. 

Gottfried, a 1987 Alabama graduate (com- 
munications degree), started all three seasons 
he played for the Crimson Tide and was an 
Academic All-SEC player himself. 


Adkins Leaves 

Akini Adkins, a 6-8, 210-pound redshirt 
freshman forward on the Alabama basketball 
team, has left The University. 

“Obviously, we will help Akini as he has 
chosen to transfer because of playing time,” 
said Alabama Coach Mark Gottfried. “We will 
give him a release. He's indicated that he has a 
couple of teams he's looked into transferring 
to, and we'll help make some calls or do what 
we can to help him.” 

As a true freshman last year, Adkins suffered 
an injury to his left thigh against Austin Peay. 
The lengthy recovery time resulted in him 
being redshirted. This season he played in four 
games, averaging 2.3 points and 2.8 rebounds. 
He was handicapped by having suffered a bro- 
ken hand in pre-season and had to wear a cast. 
Originally from Cameroon, Adkins prepped at 
Tallahassee’s Leon High School where he aver- 
aged 23 points and 13 rebounds his senior sea- 
son in 2003. 

Previously freshman guard Glenn Miles had 
elected to leave the team. 


Jonus Added 

Alabama Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried 
has awarded walkon guard Justin Jonus an 
athletic scholarship, beginning in the spring 
semester. Gottfried said, “We've been one 
short of our limit all year, using only 12 of the 
13 scholarships, and we liked how hard Justin 
works and felt like he deserved it.” 

Jonus, a 6-5, 210 pound wing player from 
Boaz, walked on the team as a true freshman 
last season and was a redshirt. This season he 
has been Alabama’ first player in the game off 
the bench. His three-point shooting has been 
key and he’s also a crowd favorite because of 
his overall hustle, rebounding, and defense. 

He is a two-time 4A high school player of 
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the year out of Douglas High School. He owns 
his high school’s scoring record with 2,343 ca- 
reer points which ranks ninth all-time in the 
state and coupled that tally with 1,115 career 
rebounds and 540 career assists. 

The last Tide basketball walkon to be award- 
ed a scholarship was Antoine Pettway, who 
came in 2001 and was awarded a scholarship 
just before the start of his sophomore season. 


New Tennis Assistant 

Alabama Women’s Tennis Coach Jenny 
Mainz has announced the hiring of Eddie 
Pacheco as the Crimson Tide's assistant coach. 
Pacheco is a graduate of Arkansas, where he 
was a four-year letterman for the Razorbacks 
in tennis. While at Arkansas he played number 
two singles and as high as number one dou- 
bles. 

Pacheco has lived and worked at the 
International Tennis Federation Academy in 
Panama and has competed in several USTA fu- 
tures and challenger events. He is a native of 
Mexico but has spent most of his life in 
Canada and Texas. His wife, Courtney, will be 
pursuing a degree in education. They have a 
10 month-old daughter, Isabel. 


Finding Gold In Europe 

Alabama senior swimming star Anne Poleska 
dominated the field to win the 2004 European 
Championship 200-meter breaststroke title in 
Vienna, Austria. Poleska out-dueled Austria's 
Mirna Jukic for the title. Poleska, a native of 
Krefeld, Germany, stayed with the hard-charg- 
ing hometown favorite over the first 100 me- 
ters of the finals and then took control of the 
race over the third 50. By the final lap, Poleska 
had left Jukic and the rest of the field in her 
wake, winning by a full second in 2:21.79. 

“Anne really swam strong,” Alabama 
Assistant Head Coach Sonya Porter said. “She 
had a very tough morning swim, having to 
beat out two of her German teammates to earn 
a spot in finals. Then to come back and swim 
the way she did was great to see. She really 
controlled the race.” 

Poleska won the 200 breaststroke bronze 
medal at the 2004 Olympics. 

Former Alabama NCAA Champion Stefan 
Gherghel also made his presence felt at the 
European Championships. The two-time 
NCAA 200 butterfly champion earned a pair of 
bronze medals in the butterfly events. In the 
100 butterfly he posted career best times in the 
preliminaries, semifinals and finals on the way 
to a time of 52.26. In the 200 butterfly, he 
touched the wall at 1:54.86. 


Alabama Swimmers Win U.S. Open Titles 

The Alabama Swimming and Diving team 
finished off a stellar weekend of competition at 
the U.S. Open in San Antonio, Texas in early 
December with three titles. 

Sophomore sensation Vlad Polyakov won 
both the 100 and 200 breaststroke champi- 
onships while juniors Chris Flamion and 
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Darren Erasmus combined with senior 
Franck Southon and sophomore Apstolis 
Tsagkarakis to win the 400 freestyle relay. 

“We really closed out the meet well,” 
Alabama Coach Eric Mcllquham said. “There 
was some very, very tough competition here 
and we raced very well. | think we can take a 
great deal of confidence away from here and 
take it into the rest of the season.” 

Polyakov dominated the field in the 200 
breaststroke, winning by nearly seven sec- 
onds and setting a pool record of 2:15.35. He 
won the 100 event with a pool record 
1:01.94, just off U.S. Open meet record. He 
was followed by sophomore Hunor Maté, 
who posted a 1:02.69. The duo finished near- 
ly a second ahead of the rest of the field. 

The Tide’s 400 freestyle relay posted a 
3:28.29, beating out Florida’s four-some by 
more than two seconds. 

Tsagkarakis took second in the 50 freestyle 
at 23.31 and sixth in the 100 freestyle, posting 
a time of 51.62. For the women, senior Arlene 
Semeco took second in the 50 freestyle with a 
blistering 26.18, just .04 second out of first. 
Junior J.T. Jones finaled in the men’s 200 but- 
terfly, taking seventh with a 2:04.86. 


Back Surgery For Staley 

Alabama Soccer Coach Don Staley underwent 
successful lumbar spinal fusion at Caraway 
Hospital in Birmingham in early December. Dr. 
Evan Zeiger performed the procedure that re- 
moved a disk from Staley’s back. Staley had 
been in pain throughout the 2004 season that 
saw his team advance to the postseason. 

“The pain just came from old injuries,” said 
Staley. “I had pain all year but wanted to wait 
until after the season was over before I had 
the surgery.” 

According to doctors the surgery went bet- 
ter than expected. Staley is expected to make 
a complete recovery in two to three months. 


Honor For Heffner 

For the second consecutive year, Alabama 
volleyball player Erin Heffner was named 
American Volleyball Coaches Association 
(AVCA) All-South Region. Heffner, an out- 
side hitter from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, is just 
the third player in Alabama history to garner 
AVCA All-Region honors. She joins former 
Tide standout Michelle Green (1999, 2000) 
as the only Tide players to twice earn the 
recognition. Heffner led the Southeastern 
Conference in kills per game for the second 
straight year and also finished her Bama ca- 
reer as the program’ all-time kill leader and 
first member of the 2,000 Kill Club. 

Coach Judy Green said, “She was clearly 
one of the best volleyball players in our re- 
gion this season and this honor is well-de- 
served, We are extremely proud of the season 
and career that Erin had at Alabama.” 

A four-time All-SEC player, Heffner fin- 
ished her Alabama career ranked among the 
program's leaders in nearly every statistical 
category. Her career total of 2,090 kills 
ranked as the third most in SEC history. She 
was also a three-time Academic All-SEC per- 
former and earned CoSIDA Academic All- 
District honors this year. 

With her selection to the first-team all-re- 
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Lisby Scholarship Drive Nears Completion 
A few months ago a drive was begun to honor the memory of J.E. “Jay” Lisby, the late asso- 
ciate editor of "BAMA MAGAZINE, with an endowed scholarship for The University of Alabama 
journalism school. The fund was begun with an annonymous pledge of $10,000. A minimum 
of $20,000 is required to endow a scholarship. A deadline of December 31 was placed on 
readers of BAMA and participants in our website, www.BamaMag.com, to raise the balance. 

That goal will be reached. And now the goal is to make the scholorship, which will be 
awarded to deserving students, as valuable as possible through continuing gilts. 

The Jay Lisby Endowed Memorial Scholarship in Journalism will provide annual scholar- 
ship assistance to talented students who demonstrate promise as future journalists. 

Jay Lisby died June 23 of cancer at age 48. The former school teacher had decided to change 
careers, seeking a fourth college degree, this one in journalism from Alabama, when he was 
hired by ‘BAMa in 2000. 

Gifts are tax deductible and can be made in a variety of ways: by writing a check (payable to 
University of Alabama) and sent to University of Alabama, College of Communication, Box 870172, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 (write J.E. Lisby in the “For” section); by Visa or MasterCard by contacting 
Sheila Davis at (205) 348-4787, or online at https://www.edmedia.ua.edwalumni/comms/ (Note: 
University employees are on Christmas break until early January.) 

As a “thank you” from "BAMA, we are offering premiums for your gifts. For a gift of $50 or 
more you will receive a ‘BAMA MAGAZINE coffee mug; for $100 or more a BamaMag.com golf 
shirt, and for $500 or more lunch and golf for two with "BAMA editor Kirk McNair and a mem- 
ber of the Alabama athletics department staff at NorthRiver Yacht Club in Tuscaloosa. 


gion squad, Heffner will now be put into the 
pool of players to be considered for AVCA 
All-America. Last year, Heffner earned honor- 
able mention All-America. 


Shealy Appointed 

Former Alabama quarterback Steadman Shealy 
has been appointed to the Board of Directors of 
the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. The appoint- 
ment was made by Governor Bob Riley. 

Shealy was appointed based on his residen- 
cy in Dothan, although his law practice in- 
cludes an office in Tuscaloosa. 

Shealy was a quarterback at Alabama 1977- 
79, teams that went 33-2 and won two na- 
tional championships. He was named the 
Most Outstanding Player in the Southeastern 
Conference as a senior as he led Bama to a 
12-0 season and the national championship. 

He was also an Academic All-America. He 
was selected by the NCAA as one the top five 
athletes in the Nation in ‘79 (based on leader- 
ship, character, and ability). 

A native of Dothan, Shealy is an attorney 
with the firm of Cobb, Shealy, Crum and 
Derrick, RA. He is married to Ann Wood 
Shealy and they have five children. 


They'll Be On The Continent 

Two former Alabama men’s golfers emerged 
through Qualifying School in Spain and have 
earned European PGA Tour Cards. Lars 
Brovold, a senior on Alabama’s 2004 team 
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who was All-Southeastern Conference, and 
Jan Are Larsen, a senior All-SEC golfer in 
2001, both made it through the final stages of 
the European Tour Qualifying to earn full sta- 
tus on the European PGA Tour. Their Q- 
School was held at the Old and New Courses 
at San Roque Club in Spain. 

Brovold, 25, carded 61 in the second round, 
tying the lowest round ever recorded at the 
Finals. The native of Fredrikstad, Norway, 
birdied the first hole, tapped in for eagle on 
the second hole and birdied three more holes 
to make the turn at six under par, 30. He 
birdied number 12 then had an eagle-birdie- 
birdie finish to tie the record. 

It was his career low round, bettering the 
63 he shot in the fall of 2003 at the Jerry Pate 
National Collegiate hosted by Alabama at Old 
Overton Club in Birmingham. 

Brovold finished 12th in the final standings, 
carding 79-61-69-77-70-77/433. Larsen, who 
is from Sarpsborg, Norway, finished 19th, 
carding 78-72-68-7 1-70-77/436. 

That brings to three the number of former 
Crimson Tide golfer currently playing on the 
PGAs European Tour. Marten Olander, 33, 
has been on the European Tour since 1996. 
His victories on the European Tour include 
the Hardelot Challenge de France in 2001. 
He's a native of Kalmar, Sweden, and won one 
of college golf's highest awards his senior sea- 
son at Alabama when he was named the 1993 
Ben Hogan Award winner. 


2005 Alabama Football Schedule 


Site 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Columbia 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 


Series Record 

Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 33-6-2 
Alabama leads, 10-2-0 
Alabama leads, 9-6-0 
Alabama leads, 19-12-0 
Alabama leads, +1-9-2 
Alabama leads, 43-37-7 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 71-15-3 
Alabama leads, 43-20-5 
Alabama leads, 38-30-1 
Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 


Date 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 


Opponent 
Middle Tennessee 
Southern Miss 
South Carolina 
Arkansas 

Florida 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 

Utah State 
Mississippi State 
LSU 

Auburn 

SEC Championship Game 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 

Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 

Dec. 3 
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Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
UofA Opp. 
104 Stillman (Exh) 50 
89 Athletes in Action (Exh) 63 
97 Western Carolina 66 
85 North Texas 70 
Great Alaska Shootout @ Anchorage 
90 Alaska-Anchorage 55 
78 Minnesota 72 
76 Washington 79 
114 East Tennessee State 77 
102 @ NC-Charlotte (3 OT) 101 
72 @ Alabama State 54 
75 Temple 71 
Dec. 18 Tennessee State 6:00 
Dec. 22. Texas A@M-Corpus Christi 7:00 
Dec. 29 @ Wisconsin (ESPN2) 6:30 
Jan. 1 New Orleans 6:00 
Jan. 5 @ Van derbilt 7:00 
Jan. 8 LSU 5:00 
Jan.11 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 8:00 
Jan. 18 Mississippi State (ESPN) 8:00 
Jan.22 @ Mississippi (J-P) 3:00 
Jan. 26 @Auburn 7:00 
Jan.29 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 5 @ Florida (J-P) 2:00 
Feb. 9 @ Tennessee (J-P) 7:00 
Feb. 12. Mississippi 6:00 
Feb. 16 Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 
Feb. 19 South Carolina (J-P) 2:00 
Feb.22 @LSU (ESPN) 8:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky (CBS) 12:30 
March 2 Auburn 7:00 
March 5 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 1:00 


March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Atlanta 

March 17- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 20 (Nashville, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Oklahoma City, Boise, Tucson, 
Worcester) 

March 25- NCAA Regionals 

March 27 (Syracuse, Austin, Chicago, 
Albuquerque) 

April 2 & NCAA Final Four 

April4 @St. Louis 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 
Jan.15 Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Jan. 22 East Tennessee Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
Jan. 28-29 Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Feb. 4-5 Meyo Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 11-12 Tyson Invitational 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Feb. 25-27 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Mar. 3-5. Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Mar.5 Florida Last Chance 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 11-12 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
UofA Opp. 
93 EA Sports (Exh) 75 
81 Michigan 79 (OT) 
80 Middle Tennessee State 66 
@ Seattle Times Classic 
81 Columbia 45 
76 Washington 56 
59 @ Virginia Tech 72 
74 Alabama-Birmingham 55 
62 @ Tennessee Tech 59 
Dec. 18 Kansas St @ Springfield, Mo.2:30 
Dec. 21 Alabama A@M 7:00 
Dec. 29- Christmas Classic @ Bethlehem, Pa. 
Dec. 30 (Dec. 29 vs. Delaware, 6:00; 
Dec. 30, Lehigh or Yale) 
Jan.3 Florida International 7:00 
Jan.5 South Dakota State 7:00 
Jan.9 Kentucky 2:00 
Jan. 13 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Jan. 16 @LSU 2:00 
Jan. 20 South Carolina (Fox) 7:00 
Jan. 23. @ Auburn 2:00 
Jan. 30 Mississippi State 2:00 
Feb. 3 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 6 Florida 2:00 
Feb. 10 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 13 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Feb. 17 Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 20 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Feb. 24 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Feb. 27 Tennessee 1:00 
March 3- SEC Tournament 
March 6 @ Greenville, S.C. 


March 19- NCAA First and Second Rounds 

March 22 (Campus sites) 

March 26- NCAA Regionals 

March 29 (Chattanooga, Philadelphia, 
Kansas City, Tempe) 


April 3- Final Four 
April 5 @ Indianapolis 
Men’s Swimming 
Date Opponent CST 
171 @LSU 111 
104 @ Delta State 36 
99 Louisiana-Monroe 51 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 
97 @ Kentucky 137 
99 Auburn 153 
Dec. 2-4 Auburn Invitational 
Dec. 1-4 U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Dec. 17- Training Trip 
Dec. 23 
Jan.7 @ Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
Jan.8 @ Georgia Tech Noon 
Jan. 22 Florida TBA 
Jan. 29 South Carolina TBA 
Feb. 11-13 SEC Diving Championships 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 16-19 SEC Swim Championships 
@ Gainesville, Gla. 
Mar. 5 Last Chance @ Athens All Day 
Mar. 11-13. NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 
Mar. 24- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar. 26 @ Minneapolis, Minn. 
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2004-05 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Gymnastics 


Date 
Jan. 7 


Jan. 14 
Jan. 21 
Jan. 28 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25 
March 6 
March 18 
March 26 


April 9 
April 21- 
April 23 


Opponent EST 
Super Six Challenge TBA 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 

lowa State 7:30 
LSU 7:30 
@ Florida TBA 
Auburn 7:30 
Kentucky 7:30 
@ Georgia TBA 
@ Arkansas TBA 
@ Stanford 4:00 
North Carolina 7:30 
SEC Championships 


@ Gwinnett, Ga. 
NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Championships 
@ Auburn 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Dec. 3-4 


Jan. 14-15 
Jan. 21-22 
Feb. 4-5 
Feb. 11-12 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25-27 
Mar. 3-5 


Mar. 11-12 


Track 


Event 

Clemson Opener 

@ Clemson, S.C. 
Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Nebraska Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 

Tyson Invitational 

@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Purple Tiger 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 
SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent 
8 


CST 


0 @LSU 53 
74 Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 59 
118 @ Delta State 22 
114 Louisiana-Monroe 19 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 5:00 
109 @ Kentucky 132 
105 Auburn 140 
Dec. 2-4 Auburn Invitational 
Dec. 1-4 U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Dec. 17- Training Trip 
Dec. 23 
Jan. 7 @ Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
Jan. 8 @ Georgia Tech Noon 
Jan. 22 Florida TBA 
Jan. 29. South Carolina TBA 
Feb. 11-13. SEC Diving Championships 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 16-19 SEC Swim Championships 
@ Gainesville, Gla. 
Feb. 26 Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
Mar. 11-13. NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 
Mar. 17- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar. 19 @ Lafayette, Ind. 
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RNAKE THE BiG PLAY. 
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The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
| Inside oCOOp On Crimson Tide Football. Not Ist The les, 


get the facts an figures, but 


also get the story behind the 
story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Senn Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


C)Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
"BAMA Magazine 

O Mastercard PO. Box 866104 

OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

Bank Cardi# 


Please Print 
To: (Name) 


aytime 


(Name) —_—$— $$$ 


subscriptions. Alabama resi- 


ee 2 a 
Signature ————— 


We don’ 7 stop with 
football season, either. Keep 
up with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. Great 
gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


‘Min the Fine’ 
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All on the Line, by Artist Daniel A. Moore, captures 
Steadman Shealy’s game-winning, eight-yard touchdown 
scamper over archrival Auburm in the 1979 Iron Bowl. In com- 
memoration of its 25th Anniversary, this football classic is now 
being offered as a Time-Limited Onginal Canvas Replica. 
The edition will be strictly limited by the number of canvases 
ordered by February 28, 2005. Immediate action is advised 
with this once-in-a-lifetime offer! A 50% deposit is required at 
_ the time of ordering. 

Each canvas: will be hand-signed and. numbered ‘in oils by 
Daniel A. Moore— further giving each the look and feel of the 

artist’s original “oil painting. As an added bonus, former 
quarterback Steadman Shealy will personally hand-sign each 
canvas—greatly enhancing the collectibility of this exquisite 
26” x 35” Original Canvas Replica. 


Order now to save on pre-publication pricing! 

Regular Edition: $750 through December 31, 2005 
$1000 through January 31, 2005 
$1250 through February 28, 2005 

Artist’s Proofs: $1500 through December 31, 2004 
$1750 through January 31, 2005 
$2000 through February 28, 2005 

Custom framing (as shown above) add $475. 

Outside dimensions of frame are 34” x 44”. 


Applicable taxes and shipping charges will be added to all prices shown above: 
4 


baa 


or, order online at www.newlifeart.com 
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